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CONFERENCE. X. 


On FEMALE Convuer. 


HAVE long withed, my dear Con. x. 
daughter, for this opportunity "© 
of freely converſing with you on 
ſubjects of the utmoſt conſequence. 
to you: your youth, the world into 
which you are going, the ſnares 
which it lays, and the few days 
which I have yer to live, all induce 
| A2 | me 
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Con. X. me to open my heart to you, and 
—"Y— to give you ſome inſtructions rela- 


tive to your peculiarly dangerous | 


| ſiruation. 


Ir you could poſſibly entertain | 
a doubt of my affection, the effort 


Tam now making, when my ſoul is 
| bowed down with ſickneſs and ſor- 
| row, and ſees nothing before it but 


the horrors of the grave, muſt needs 


convince you how earneſtly I wiſh 
to ſecure your happineſs : my 


wiſhes will never be realized, but 
while you are careful to lay down 
proper rules for your conduct, and 
ſuffer nothing afterwards to tempt 


you to break through them. 


Ir you are fo unhappy. as to 


give yourſelf up to the diſtrac- 


tion of the world, you will no 
longer be able to maintain the do- 
minion 
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minion over your own heart : you +. 


la- vill live an utter ſtranger to your- 
us ſelf; and there will not be a ſin- 
ele day which you will know how 
to diſpoſe of in à proper manner. 
The world is never to be fatis- 
fied; the more we beſtow upon it, 
the more ynreaſonable are its de- 
mands. | 
You ſex requires the utmoſt cir- 
cumſpeCtion ; what among men is 
reputed a venial fault, is an abſolute 
crime with us. There are a thou- 
ſand things ſaid and done in their 


neither to hear nor ſee. I would 


wiſh that a young woman ſhould 
; be filent and modeſt; and the 


world, diſſipated as it is, expects 


the lame. Its judgment of us is 
—_ very 


company, which a woman ought 
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Con, x. very ſevere; and it often fixes our 


character for life. | | 
Ir you are over-folicitous to| 
pleaſe others, you will run into a 


ridiculous affectation: you muſt | 


make yourſelf agreeable to every 


one you converſe with, without | 


letting them fee that you are 
thinking about it. Nothing pleaſes | 
which is not natural. A woman | 
who ſets herſelf to draw the atten- 
tion and admiration of all upon 
her, will ſoon become an arrant 
coquette, if ſhe is not one already. 

IT is only a natural and virtuous 
behaviour which will ſecure to you 


_ eſteem and approbation; if this 


ſhould not ſucceed, ſo much the 


- worſe for thoſe you meet with. 


Whatever happens, this truth is 
indiſputable ; 
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brighteſt ornaments of the ſex is 
modeſty; and that a young lady 
can never appear to greater advan- 
tage, than when ſhe is utterly di- 

veſted of affectation in her behavi- 
Our. | | 


modeſty and timidity : the one 
pleaſes, the other diſtreſſes; we 


ſee a young perſon confuſed and 
diſconcerted. There is ſuch a 
thing as an ingenuous confidence, 
which ſhould make you not unwil- 
u ling to ſpeak, when the ſubject re- 
Is quires it; and to ſing or dance, when 
e a proper opportunity preſenrs itſeif. 
1. If you are not vain, you will not be 
$ timorous to a fault. 
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cannot avoid being hurt, when we 
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indiſputable; that one of the co. X. 
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1 ſhall be very ſorry for you, if 
ever vanity takes poſſeſſion of your 


heart; for then, inſtead of being | 


agreeable and communicative, you 
will be always unhappy in yourſelf, 


and your boldneſs will only ſerve 


to make you ridiculous to others: a 
diſdainful carriage is that of a per- 
ſon of mean talents, and a bad heart; 
people of quality are leſs apt to 
aſſume it, than thoſe of an inferior 
rank. We ſeldom endeavour to 


ſet ourſelves off by pride, but when 


we have no other means of diſtin- 
guiſhing ourſelves; but this is only 


a a ridiculous affectation, which the 


world always laughs at, but never 
forgives ; the more humiliating our 


behaviour is to others, the more 


pleaſure do they take in letting us 
down, 5 AFFABILITY 
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of thoſe qualities which you do not 
poſſeſs: it is the beſt apology that 
know for little imperfections. 
Great allowances are always made 
for one. who has no pride or pre- 
tenſions to ſuperior merit: but ſelf- 
love naturally raiſes in us an oppo- 
ſition to arrogance and preſumption. 
Many women have become the 
ſubjects of ſatire, only by their 
haughty behaviour. Your figure 
is not without its ſhare of elegance z 
and the handſomer a lady is, the 


more ready people are to ſuſpect 


that ſhe is vain. 

Taz education I have hitherto 
given you convinces me, that the 
toilette will not engage your chief 


attention; you ought to ſpend as 
much 
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Apvice from a LADY of QuaitityY | F 
much time at it, as is neceſſary for 


your decent appearance in com- 


pany. We muſt not fly in the face 
of faſtnnon, or make ourſelves re- 
markable by our ſingularity: but 
there are certain trifles in dreſs, 
which we onght to deſpiſe; thoſe 
which make a woman a flave to her 
dreſs are fit only for fuch weak 
minds, as the prefent age, with' all 


its attachment to trifles, hath not 
yet learnt to eſteem. 


Lr your hours be properly re- 


gulated, and you vill find time to 


worſhip God, and to purſue ſome 


uſeful ſtudy : you will then have 


no imaginary complaints; and will 
be an utter ſtranger to the miſeries 
attendant upon idleneſs : A life well 
employed is always an agreeable 
life. Do 
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: malady to have one's brain filled 
Wwith ſuch ideas as they furniſn: we 
never ſee things in their true light: 
they give us a taſte only for ridicu- 
lous extravagancies, extraordinary 
adventures and marvellous fenti- 
ments : we inſenſibly adopt the lan- 
guage of ſelf. importance and af- 
fectation, and become ourſelves the 
heroines of romance. 

Tux books you read ſhould be as 
pure as your heart, and be reduced 
within a narrow compaſs. Itisa 
miſtake to pretend that our fex 
ought to ſtudy. We have no offices 
of truſt to fill, nor any dignities 
to be inveſted with; and therefore 
we have only need to learn what is 
neceſſary to form the mind, and 

improve 


Do not think of amuſing yourſelf Con. X 
with reading romances : itis areal 
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Con, x. improve the underſtanding. Every 
earned woman clearly ſhews that 


the ſciences do not belong to us: If 


never ſaw one of them that was not 1 9 
vain, deciſive and affected in her 
manner of n ſpeaking, and E 

acting. | 


' Your attention ſhould be direct- 


ed to works of i ingenuity, and you 
ſhould learn the beſt methods of 
regulating a family, whenever you 


ſhall be ſettled in the world. You 
may perhaps be told that this is 
not a faſhionable mode of educa- 


tion, but faſhion muſt not be allow- 
ed to ſuperſede duty. A woman, 
whoſe life is a perpetual round of 


trifles, 1s only fit to be made the 

ſubject of a comedy, -+ 
PRIDE perſuades perſons of a 
certain rank, that they live only to 
enjoy 


| 
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TY 

very W107 themſelves. How ſhould I Con. x. 
that Ne grieved, if you entertained ſuch — 
: I HFntiments as theſe! pleaſure ought 

not ; nly to be conſidered as a relaxa- 


Won from fatigue ; and muſt always 
e regulated and approved by vir- 
ue. Obſerve this rule, and you will 
2e what ſentiments we ought to en- 
ertain of the generality of public di- 


ou 
of erſions. I have fo good an opini- 
ou n of your underſtanding, as to 


hink you would one day deſpiſe 
e, if I recommended them to you, 
is the means of giving you any ſo- 


Ca- 

w- id ſatisfaction. If one innocent 
in, mind has been corrupted by them, 
of hat alone is ſufficient to prove 


hem dangerous; beſides this, li- 
bertines ſpeak highly enough of 
them, to make us ſuſpect that they 
are rather of a miſchievous than 
uſeful nn, As 
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Con. X. As to cards, played merely for 

I amuſement, and under the reftric- 
tions formerly mentioned, I fee not 
why you-ſhould torally reject them; 
they ruin no one, they prevent idle 
converſation, they promote a focial 
intercourſe; and provided you uſe 
them with moderation, this is as al- 
lowable as any other relaxation: the 
ſame may be ſaid of muſic; it is 
with great propriety conſidered as 
an accompliſhment in a lady, and 
is often found. of great uſe in thoſe 
hours wherein we with for amoſe- 
ment. 
Mata my dear child, ths 
an obliging behaviour is the very 
life of ſociety. . There is no one 
who is not pleaſed with a fmiling 
countenance; a want of good hu- 
mour would render _ inſupporta- 


ble 
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te to yourſelf and every one about Con, x. 
you. A reaſonable. foul ought al 
ays to be under the guidance f 
Wcaſon ; the behaviour of a capri» 
jous Miſtreſs is a great difcourage- 
ment to her attendants: if you 
would ſecure their acQion, en- 
deavour to deſerve it. 
My weakneſs, which daily in- 
creaſes, will not allow me to hope 
that I ſhall live to fee you ſettled in 
the world; but it is God's will that 
it ſhould be fo; and to his good 
providence I ſubmit: yet let me 
previouſly obſerve to you, that an 
amiable and obliging wife may al- 
moſt always infure to herſelf a 
kind and indulgent huſband. Let 
your affection be confined to him 
whom you have engaged to love; 
ſeek 28 to pleaſe him, and peace 
| ſhall 


or 
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Con. X ſhall dwell in your houſe. If, in 
WY ſpite of all your care and pru- 
dence, things ſhould not always 
go ſmoothly on, you will find a 
conſcience void of reproach, the 
greateſt comfort in the world. 
KEEP yourſelf an utter ſtranger 

to intrigues; when we are faithful 
in the diſcharge of our duty, we 
have no need to have recourſe 'to 
artifice and falſehood : the conduct 
of a virtuous woman never ſhuns 
the light: the more her character is 
enquired into, the better ſhe is ſa- 
tisfied. It is a pitiable ſituation to 
live in a ſtate of perpetual apprehen- 
ſion, and to have no better ſecurity 
againſt public ſhame than the pru- 
dence or fidelity of a domeſtick 
whom one has made a confidant. 
Nothing is ſo dearly purchaſed, as 
IE 5 the 
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he confidence of low and venal Cox. X 
inds: be connected only with | 
omen of the ſtricteſt virtue: it is 

ur acquaintance which res our 
?putation. 

Ir you ſhould have 83 do 

ot part with them at that time, 

hen the light of reaſon begins 

o dawn in their minds. Then it 

s, that the ſoul 1s capable of im- 
preſſions which can never afterwards 

de effaced; then it is, that it muſt 

de filled with whatſoever can inſpire 

t with the love of truth. How 

ery imperfectly do they diſcharge 

he duty of a-mother, who only ſee 

heir. children either to admire or to 

chide them? Refle& on the con- 

duct of the fowls of the air; always 
engaged in the care of their young, 
they never leave them .'till theß 

0 Von, I. have 


ns 


cou. x. have taught them to fly. Are we 


reaſon was inferior to inſtinct. 


there is nothing more diſguſting 


taining it is truly ridiculous. A well 
proper reſpect, and never loſes its 
. miliar. 


un a profeſſed wit; he is a cri- 
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leſs wiſe than theſe irrational crea · 
tures? One would think, by the 
difference in our conduct, that 


Wu you appear thoroughly 
impreſſed with a love of your duty, 
you will have fewer admirers of 
your perſon, than of your virtue: 
than the character of a woman, 
who liſtens only to fulſome com- 
pliments; who only lies in wait for 
flattery, and whoſe behaviour on ob- 
diſpoſed mind treats every one with 
dignity, even when it is moſt fa- 

Be N upon your guard a 


„B 2 : . 5 tic, 


| # her Carton 1 a i 
Wic, who often does us great miſ- Cos. 1 
| thief; if he is not ſatyrical, he 1s — 


leaſt very forward, and his re- 
artees are to be dreaded. Modeſty 
no objection to any perſon; and 


io one ever yet complained of it: to 
tive your opinion, as if it were that 
o' Wd: another, and to be ſilent, when 
e: our neighbour's reputation is can- 
ng aſſed, is a ſure way to be loved 
in, nd eſteemed. | 

m- ABnorR luxury, and idleneis; 
or Mheſe two, which are the ſources 


df every other vice, weaken and 
deſtroy the powers of the mind: 
tudy nothing more than a deli- 
Wacy of ſentiment and behaviour. 
Speak without affectation, and write 
vithout diſguiſe. Nothing is ſo 
pleaſing as the truth. The letters 
of Madame de Stvignt, which you 


cannot 


Con. Xx. cannot read too often, have never 


vouring to ſhew it. 


being deficient in any neceſſary Point 
of behaviour. 


ſhould have ſaid nothing on the 


that I reſerve a ſubject, ſo intereſt- 
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been without admirers, from their 
being ſo exactly conformable to 
nature; it is a ſure ſign of our want 
of wit, when we are always endea- i 

SUCH is the advice, my dear 
daughter, which my own experience 
and my heart ſuggeſt ; a knowledge 
of the world will ſupply the reſt : 
this is a ſcience, which never is for- 
gotten, and which prevents our 


Lov are doubtleſs ſurprized that, 
in a ſeries of inſtruction, which 
comprehends the whole life, I 


ſubje& of religion; but you will 
ceaſe to wonder, when I tell you, 


„ aud „„ Hot 


ing 
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n opportunity of ſpeaking to you 
u together. e 

= Your father, whom you ſcarce 
Wemember, charged me to be parti- 
Holarly attentive to your education: 
Who! he is no more, he ought to live 
Wcontinually in your heart, by a con- 


ay of recalling him to your mind, 
and of ſhewing your reſpect for his 
memory. EE 

Tae hour is at hand, when you 


hk Win the hands of God; he is more 
I Wcſpecially the protector of the fas 
1c Wl therleſs ; in other reſpects, you may 
depend on the goodneſs of your un- 
- cle, whoſe ſentiments I well know; 


B 37 the 


ſtant love of virtue; this is the beſt. 


will be an orphan ; but yod wilkbe 


he loves you, and he is a man of 


| T5 
Ing to your brothers and yourſelf, Con. x. 
Wor another conference, when I have ts des 
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—◻ conſider you as his daughter; and 


will ſettle you in. the world, ſo EI. "= 
to make you happy. With all my 
heart I wiſh you to be ſo; for it is 


impoſſible to love you more ten- 


derly than I do. But enough for 
the preſent, my dear child; it is 
time for you to retire; and I am too 
much agitated by talking thus ten- 
derly with you ; your preſence ex- 
cites thoſe tears, which my grief 
will not ſuffer to break forth: 
I feel myſelf almoſt ſuffocated ; — 
I would wiſh to recover my ſpi- 


| Fits, but am not able: — O] ami- 


able child! -O mother, n 
afflicted! 
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WcoNnNFERENCE Xl. 
| Ou STUDY, 


\HOUGH the preſence of your o. x1, 
| ſiſter cauſed in me ſuch emq- w— 
Wions of tenderneſs, as almoſt en- 
Wirely overcame me, yet I am not 
Willing any longer to defer my ad- 
Wnonitions on the love which you 
WDught to have for Study + I per- 
Wcive that I am haſtening to my 
end, and I deſire nothing more, than 
What, being reduced to eternal ſi- 
Wcnce, I may find a place in your 
Wremembrance. This is the portion 

of a being, who has nothing more 


than a borrowed and moſt precan- 
ous life. I 


24 Apvice gema Lavy of Quariry 
Con. XI, I ſhall not enter into a detail, 
WY. which ſuppoſes a knowledge of the 
ſciences, and of the learned pro- 
feſſors of them: for beſides that it 
was always my opinion that a wo- 
man oughtnot to ſtudy mathematics, 
or philoſophy, that round of diſſi- 
pation in which I have ſpent ſo great 
a part of my life, has left me little 
more than common experience, and 
ſome remembrance of what I have 
heard others mention on this head. 
3 I ſhould imagine that you can 
never do better, than devote to 
literary purſuits the moments which 
are at your own diſpoſal: a mind 
which we neglect to cultivate is like 
a body which we do not feed: by 
reading, the faculties are enlarged, 
the memory is ſtrengthened, and 
the imagination is enriched : but 
. . the 
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Je principal point is, to diſtinguiſh Con. XI. 
bat is worth reading, in the midſt t 
f ſo many works, as are continu- 
4 ly making their appearance in 
he world; this choice is a matter 

f real difficulty. 

= Ms. ———— to whoſe merit 
ou are no ſtrangers, and whom I 
Wave conſulted upon this ſubject, is 

Wor opinion, that you ſhould im- 
Wnediately have recourſe to ſuch 
Writings, as tend to regulate the 
morals, and to form the mind: 

e adviſes your beginning with 
books of ſuch a nature as will fur- 

niſh you with ſound principles on 

the moſt important obligations of 
life; ſuch as will ſhew you the delu- 

ſions of a ſenſual life, and the de- 
ſlruction occaſioned by the indul- 
gence of our paſſions; ſuch as will 

” elevate 


r ˙ . Ä 
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con. xl. elevate your minds, by making 
EY you acquainted with God and with 


being an unpardonable ignorance 


in military ſervice all his life, and 
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yourſelves. | p! 
| Wuzn you have firſt taken care 
to furniſh yourſelves with virtuous 
ſentiments, you will diligently con- 
ſult ſuch authors, as have written on i 
the ſubject of your profeſſion ; it 


not to be well acquainted with what- 
ever is the buſineſs of our lives: 
your uncle, who has been engaged 


who has ſtudied all the arts and ex- 
erciſes of war, will be the beſt di- 
rector in this reſpect; and will fur- 
niſh you with the propereſt books 
on the ſubject: apply yourſelves 
wholly to this ſtudy, and you will 
ſoon reap the fruits of it : a ſoldier 
who goes on only in the beaten 

track, 
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cine 
vithl 
e of his buſineſs, is little better 


ate n a piece of clock-work, which 
ous be ſet in motion, and never 
on viates from the path aſſigned it. 


on Arrts this, you will learn to 
u ow the world: Bavyzrz's cha- 
cc cters, and Rocnuzroucault's 


Waxims will be found very uſeful to 
Wu: in theſe writers you will ſee 
ñportraits of all ſorts of men, 
Worth in their public and PR 
wpacity. 

W HisTory 1s another picture 
Which you ſhould carefully exa- 
Wine: all the operations of the 
Neart and mind are there deſcribed 
the moſt intereſting manner. 
WossveT's treatiſe on this fubject is 
onſidered as a maſter- piece. 
| Books 


k, without making himſelf Con. Xt. 
y . oughly acquainted with the na- Bs 


| 

| 

| ? 

| 

| 
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reſt are either trifling, or miſchie- 


proſe, being leſs likely to ſeduce the 
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the mind, warms the imagination, 


* who luſter themſelves too 


Books of mere amuſement, which 
do not take their place *rill after 
thoſe of inſtruction, are however ne- 
ceſſary, by way of relaxation, to pre- 
vent fatigue. I know no romance 
worth reading except Don Quixote 
and Telemachus; almoſt all the 


vous: fiction is never made uſe 
of with beg it either ſerves to 
embelliſh vice or to ridicule virtue. 

Ir is very right that you ſhould 
read the beſt poets: poetry elevates 


and makes us perfect in the art of 
expreſſion; but care muſt be taken 
to ſtudy the poets with diſcretion: 


mind, is more proper for young 


eaſily 
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cha ily to be impoſed upon: we can Con. xt- 
er ever be too much on our guard ONO 


hat is falſely accounted beautiful : 
have known many people whoſe 


othing but poetry : the rhyme ſe- 
uces, the harmony of numbers be- 
itches; and what is oftentimes 
nly fiction, paſſes for truth. 


riends ; and remember that it is not 
he number, but the choice of books 
hich really adorns and improves 
he mind: the library of a military 
an is large enough, if it con- 


Wumes; they who have more, ei- 


or to flatter their own vanity : how 


oainſt the glaring appearance of 


1 aſte has been ſpoiled by reading 


* 


Neves purchaſe books without X 
onſulting learned and judicious 


ains two or three hundred vo- 
her keep them for the uſe of others, 


many 


ö 

} 
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Cox. XI. many noblemen are there, wha 
ven make no more uſe of their library; 
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than of their green-houſe ; ſeldom 
if ever, entering into either! 
I have heard it affirmed by a ce 


lebrated writer, that almoſt all mo 
dern works are only copies; and 


that we ought only to ſtudy ſuch as 
are originals : I am ſorry this ay 
thor is now no more; becauſe he 
would have given you the beſt in - 
formation on this head; but you 
will eaſily meet with other learned 
perſons who will readily direct your 


ſtudies. If you purſue the plan 


here propoſed, you will divide into 
four claſſes all the books which you * 
have any need of; the firſt will in- * 
clude books on the ſubject of reli- 
gion; ; the ſecond, books of inſtruc- 


tion in your profeſſion ; the third, 
thoſe 


% her CRit pak N. 


Jou to natural and moral philoſo- 
hy; and the fourth, books of mere 
gmuſement. We never read to ad- 


e. Mantage, but when we read metho- 
0 3 ically. 

Tara are other 3 which 
2e may run through; ſuch as, the 
u-aily, and periodical publications; 
nel hich may ſerve to give you a ſu · 
n- eerfcial knowledge of what is paſſ- 
ung in the literary world; and will 


revent your being a ſtranger to 
hat is talked of in company on 


= 
nheſe ſubjets: but always ſhew 
o iſdom and diſcretion enough not 


Wo confound this kind of writing 
ith thoſe numerous publications, 
Which good ſenſe and religion 
| _ diiclaim. 5 

| IxcynoPER 


Whoſe which are proper to introduce Con. AI, 


3² 


Cox. XI. 
young minds; forbidden books 
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IMPROPER reading i is the ruin of 


ought to be conſidered in the light 
of evil company. Neither the 
ſtyle of a work, nor the name of an 
author can excuſe your reading ei- 
ther what is ſatyrical or impure; 
vice is always vice, under whatever 
colours it preſents itſelf. There 
are theatrical performances, ſo de- 
cent that we may venture to go 


through them, and ſo intereſting, 


that we cannot help wiſhing to do 
it: be prudent, without affecta- 
tion; and you will never have any 


vain ſcruples. 


Taz books, which you have hi- 
therto read, are little more than the 
elements, and as it were the alpha- 


. bets of ſcience; thoſe which you 


ſhould 


ff oi, Haw AvwV vt «© «a... at Www fro tru, 
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ontain the knowlege of things, 


Wand found reaſoning upon them. 
WT here are different Kinds of ſtudy 
appropriated to aflages and ſtations. 
Ihe mind of an ecclefiaſtick de- 
Wmands a very different ſort of cul- 
avation from that of a man of the 
WW world. 

TRE generdlity of mankind fie 


ſatisfied with being able to write and 
to ſpeak well; but this is not Tuf- 
ficient for perſons in your ſituation: 

yourcountry requires xtrat as ſoldiers 
you ſhould be well inſtructed, fo 
as to be able to give a ſatisfactory 
reaſon for whatever you do: yo 


happy ſecret of not being burthen- 
ſome to any one; and will have a 
Vol. II. C perpetual 


will moreover nd in ſtudy the 


33 


Would hereafter read, ought to Con. XA. 
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con. Xl. perpetual ſource of entertainment 

i enen A 

WII choſen books are our bel: L 

friends; we find them always ready 

when we want them, and when ju- 

diciouſly choſen, they always ſpeak 

the truth to us. It is a great happi. 

neſs to be able ſometimes to endure 

ſolitude: we muſt learn how to with - 

draw ourſelves from the converſe of 

men, as well as how to bear with it; 

we muſt lay in a ſtore of knowlege 

againſt approaching old age: by 

reading, we enlarge the ſphere of our 

underſtanding; and we afterwards 

feel much greater pleaſure in the 

midſt of ſociety. All theſe advan-i 

tages will attend you, if you love 

ſtudy, and . cultivate —_— intel- 
lectual faculties. 


Your 
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Your: father alas! I would to Con. XI. 
od he were now ſupplying my — 
ace on this important ſubject ! your 
ather has often told me, that in 
eat towns a love of ſtudy preſerv- 


a him from a thouſand dangers, 
pl- d that in little villages it ſerved 
Ire m inſtead of company: be poſſeſſ- 


of this reſource; for knowlege is 
treaſure which no thief can ſteal : 


it; t do not ſeek this treaſure at the 
ge WW pence of your health. Immode- 
by application to ſtudy exhauſts the 


irits, and fatigues the mind. 
Tac heed alſo that learning 
es not make you politive or pe- 
Wantic; the more men really know, 

We leſs they affect ro ſhewit. We 
ake every man our enemy, whom 
De humiliate by an affected ſupe- 
Wority : but he who regards his own 
tereſt, ſeeks only to make him- 
C 2 Aclf 


36 Avvict from a Lavy of Quatiry il 
Con, XI. ſelf friends: if it be true that ignc # 
rance is deſpiſed, it is not leſs truꝗ 


that preſumptuous knowlege il 
generally hated : an oſtentatiou 
diſplay of learning never - ſuc 
ceeds. 1 
You muſt not expect to find 
ſtudy always agreeable: like t 
roſe, it has its beauties, but is no 
without its thorns : the beginning ol 
every ſcience, as M. de Fontenelle 
obſerves, is difficult; and nothing 
but aſſiduity and labour will enable 
you to taſte the pleaſures of it. 
ſhould recommend it to you to de 
vote three hours at leaſt in ever 
day to ſtudy; two in the morning 
and one in the evening; you 2 
never to forget that you owe ſome . 
thing to your rank in life, as well ai 
to ſociety; and that it is with thei 

ſoul 
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zNC i foul as it is with the body; exceſ- Con. XU 
true hunger and repletion are both  Y 
jurious to it; by the one it is fa- 


gniſhed, by the other it is over- 
oaded. 
SS Tr: is another 1 inconvenience 
find Wo an indiſcreet love of ſtudy ; that 
hegt makes us too cold and philoſo- 
hical; it makes men behave in 


* ; gravity and abſence; and gives 
ung them the appearance of old men at 
che age of thirty. Accuſtom your- 


ſeem to forget them, till you take 
chem up again. The world, per- 
a haps, is very little intereſted in 
vwhat you read; fo that probably 
what nearly affected you, miglit to 
inem be perfectly indifferent; every 
C3 one 


ompany with an air of too much 


Wiclves to leave your books, as we 
leave the company of our friends; 


37 
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Con. XI, one has his own particular: mannet 
of conſidering things. Our con- 

verſation with the dead demands 
recollection and application; but 
that which we hold with the living 
ſnould be full of _ and ſpright- 
Iineſs. 
Ix you are really fond of ſtudy, 
you will every where find an oppor- 
tunity of gratifying your taſte : the 
very graſs on which you tread, and 
the inſe& which you deſpiſe, will 
ſerve to diſplay the wonders of di- 
vine wiſdom: accuſtom yourſelf 
always to travel with a common 
place book; a landſcape, a monu- 
ment, a ruin, every thing of this 
ſort finds a place in the journal of 
a perſon of reflection. 
Tux knowlege of cuſtoms and | 
Manners is another ſcience which 


deſerves 


to her CHILDREN. 39 


Wcſcrves your attention: you will Con. XI. 
oubtleſs have opportunities in the | 


ds WW ourſe of your profeſſion of ſee- 
ut ng the different nations which ſur- 
ns ound us: war lays open every 


Wountry to the obſervation of the 
3 oldier: you will then be able your- 
Wc lves to mark the difference be- 
Wt wixt a Spaniard and a Frenchman, 
n Italian and an Engliſhman. But 
emember at the ſame time that in 
Wrhis variety there is ſomething not 
Wunlike the parterres of a garden 
Win which each flower has its merit 
Wand perfection: it is a great error, 
co expect that all the world ſhould 

be juſt ſuch as ourſelves. 

b have nothing more to ſay on 
chis ſubject: my knowlege of it 


di | is very confined, and my ſtrength 
too much exhauſted to be able to 
3 5 . C4 prolong 
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Con. XI. prolong this conference. You. hve 


God, I hope, will pardon it: for he 


in an age in which you will not want 
for directors, if you know how 
to chuſe them: as. for me, my 
chief ſtudy at preſent, is the con- 


templation of death: I perceive 
nothing but ſhades. of darkneſs, 


which. ſurround me on every ſide: 
my tender regard for you indeed 
ſerves from time to time to diſperſe 
them, and opens to my view a gleam 
of light, by the help of which · Lbe- 
hold you as the delight of my ſoul, 
and the very joy of my heart. No- 
thing moves me, where you are not 
concerned; but I am immedi- 
ately rouzed, when your welfare is 
in queſtion, and I at once forget 


all: my pains and all my infirmities. 


Ir my attachment is too ſtrong, 


ſees 


. ad ow mo 6s aw A 
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ſees the very bottom of my heart, Con. x1. 
that it has only one deſire, viz: that WWW 


you may be truly virtuous: I will 
not ſay, I would ſacrifice my life, 
to obtain this bleſſing ;, for alas 
what would that be worth, at the 
hands of one, who has only a few 
wretched hours, or perhaps minutes 
to live? but this is molt certain, 
that I never yet deſired any thing ſo 
earneſtly, as I wiſh for your happi- 
neſs both in this world and the next. 

I humbly hope that God will 
open the kingdom of Heaven to re- 


ceive me; and I truſt I ſhall here- 


after ſee you with me there ; the 
ſhort enjoyment I have had of you 
upon earth, is not ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy my affection for you; I per- 
ceive it is yet too much alive to die 


with me. 
Aras! 


+ 


42 ADvice from a LADY of  QuaLITY 
Con. XI. Aras! how much do we ſuffer, 
Muhen the heart is fo full of ſenſibi 

lity as mine is! But I muſt even 
diveſt myſelf of nature, if I would 
get rid of my ſentiments of lo 
and tenderneſs for my children. 
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On the Clerical Character. 


: HE diſorder of this excellent con. x11. 
ö [ lady increaſing, they deſpair- W. 
of her being any more able to 
Wi ſcourſe with her family; but it 
leaſed God, that the ſymptoms 
Wated, and her ftrength returned 
ra little while. Ever filled with 
Dee tendereſt concern for her chil- 
Wren, ſhe embraced this opportu- 
Wity of calling her fon the Abe, 
Ind thus addreſſed him: 
= You, my ſon, have made 
hoice of a ſtate of life very differ- 
nt from that. of your brothers; 

W_ the 


44 


Cox. XII. the advice therefore which I would 
wiſh to give you, ought to- be pe 


have more need than any other, o 


 clefiaſtick is trifling or inconſider 


that your life ought to be a life of 


feſſion it is a crime. 


Apvicz from a LAV of QuaLiTY 


ſonally directed to yourſelf. M. 
great comfort, with reſpect to th 
profeſſion you have engaged in, | 
that 1 have not over- ruled. you 
choice; this encourages me to hop 
that God will bleſs you in it. 70 
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the gifts of heaven, becauſe: you 
have more duties to diſcharge: 
no inſtance of miſconduct in an ec 


able. „ 

I am but little acquainted wit! 
divinity, or with the bocks which 
you ought to ſtudy ;. but I kno 


application; and that if idleneſs i 
a fault in us, in one of your pro 


| 


| to her CHIID RE W. 3 
du 1 krq; alſo, that the books Con- XII. 
which Thould engage your prinei- * 
pal attention are not merely books 
f amuſement ; but thoſe which 
Wreat of chriſtian perfection, and 

the means which lead us to it. For 
how will you be able to direct 
waſh if you have not YOU 
earnt the way?" 

Fx careful not to be occupied too 
much with:ſecular affairs: thofe ec- 
Wclcſafticks who have been ſo engag- 
ed, have never yet found it the way 
ro procureieſietin® they are indeed 
ought after, and confulted; = 
hey are not really refpected: we 
think, with reaſon, that their fines 
tion ſhould be facred. 
ExTERNALLY to renounce the 
world, and afterwards eagerly to 


purſue the concerns of it, is to 
aſſume 


4 Apvice from a LADY e Quality 
Con. XII. aſſume a character truly ridiculous: 
thelife of an eccleſiaſtick immerſed 

| in worldly concerns is inconfſt 
ency itſelf. 

1 I fay nothing to you 1 your 

| morals; the moſt unſullied virtue 

is fo eſſential to your profeſſion, 

| that he who is deſtitute of it is an 

object of deteſtation in the ſight of 

God and man: in ſpite of the 

corruption of the age, a vicious 

prieſt is inſupportable. Even the 

libertine is ſhocked, when he hears 

of the miſconduct of a perſon, in- 

veſted with your ſacred character: 

all men expect, that they, who are 

required to ſet an example to others, 


ſhould themſelves be really ex- 

emplar x. 
Wrar can be more offenlive 
than the ſight of a clerical petit. 
maiirt 


to ber CuI LD AE NW. 4A 
Wire, whoſe whole life is ſpent in Cox. XII. 
ridiculous trifles? there is a cerWW 
ain decorum, which you cannot 

oo ſcrupulouſly obſerve: I never 

ſaw an eccleſiaſtick, who affected to 

be a man of the world, that did 

ot make himſelf contemptible : 

he company generally amuſe them- 

elves with ſuch an one, as a bau- 

ble or a toy. 

Ir you would wiſh to be re- 


he ¶pected, your outward appearance 
rs uſt not contradict the nature of 
in- our profeſſion : let all your pur- 
er: Noſes be honourable and prudent, 


and all your words be the interpre- 
ers of your mind: it is a certain 
ndication of a depravity of heart, 
vhen we are not cicumſper 1 in our 
onverſation. 

tit. 


I Spun 


Ons. XII. 
ſingularity: your ſituation is to, 


appear to be ſuch as you really an 


| ſufficient employment and fati 


Apvice from LD of 3 . 
Snow hypocriſy and affeQeWl 


conſiderable to have a part to at il 


and every one will reſpect you 
affected manners AEM weakne 
or duplicity. 

As for public diverſions, ec 
ſider them as prohibited to perſon 
of your profeſſion: an ecele ſiaſtidſii 
is to be pitied, who cannot find 


faction in the duties of his function 
I do not mean to exclude-innoctn 
domeſtic amuſements among you 
friends, but an immoderarte atrenilf 
dance on places of public reſort 
and above all things, what is callet 
play in public, 1 look upon as cri 
minal in a clergyman: one half il 
hy company ridicules, while the 

othe! 
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er is offended at ſuch behaviour; Con. XII. 
d all agree that it tends to the in- 
y and diſcredit of religion. 
lx your apparel be neither care- 
Ws nor finical : a graceful ſimpli- 
y ſhould diſtinguiſh a perſon, 
ole duty it is to recommend | \ 
oderation to others. He, who 
deavours to ſet himſelf off by an 
due conformity to the world in 
$ dreſs or manners, appears to be 
hamed of his profeſſion: he is a 
nd of amphibious creature, who 
ing neither fit for the church, nor | 
r the world, has ſomething mon- 
rous in his appearance: We are 
dt fond of inconſiſtencies either in 
den's - outward behaviour, or in 
eir minds: he who is not con- 
ſtent in his conduct is like an ac- 
. ² ⅛—˙ i 75ers 
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be vretch enough to treat them with 
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Cop. xl. TE faſhions of the world are 
x not deſigned to be adopted by 


prieſts. or magiſtrates ; the gravity 


of their charader muſt be ſhewn in 


their manners and in their dreks. 


Impertinence is deſpicable in any iſ 
one; in perſons conſecrated to the if 


prieſthood it is odious: what mult 
one think of a clergyman running 


from morning till night from one 
circle to another? the world laughs 


at him, religion weeps for him. 

I need not ſay, that you cannot 
be too ciroumſpett in every thing 
which concerns the ordinances of 
religion; one doctrine of which, 


you well know, cannot be attacked, 


without materially injuring the 
whole: a prieſt, who ſhould himſelf 


contempt, muſt be conſidered as 
ä 


te by ene Ir 
one that holds himſelf up to ga Con. XII. 
cule and juſt reproach. | 1 
Cons1DER it as your duty to 
frequent the ſociety of the moſt 
earned and virtuous men : their 
converſation reflects light upon us; 

and we inſenſibly copy after their 
manners. Be cautious in your be- 
haviour to the female ſex, avoiding 

all offenſive levity: it fares with 

he reputation of an ecclefiaſtic, as 

ith a mirrour; the ſmalleſt ble- 

miſn deſtroys its beauty. 

Lr your library confiſt of che 

moſt celebrated books, and delight 

in reading them: an ignorant cler- 
gyman is a man who makes ſport 

for the public; one who diſho- 

nours religion, and whom all men 
"__ a hg 
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Cox. XII. 


SY bitious, of heaping up benefices and 


merit alone ought to recommend 


heart and your purſe tothe wretched: 
and eſpecially, if you are largely 


of the goſpel, as a covetous or am- 


Avvics from a Lavy of Quatary 
"Rarurn be afraid, than am: 


dignities; at leaſt never try to 
obtain them by adulation or in- 
trigue : he who purchaſes by mean 
compliances the higheſt prefer. 
ments in the church, loſes often- 
times his honour, if not his ſoul: 


an eccleſiaſtic, who knows what 
his profc ſſion demands of him̃, and 
is diſpoſed to eonform himſelf to 
the duties of it. 55 

BE always ready to open your 


provided for, conſider your riches 
as intended for their benefit. There 
is nothing ſo oppoſite to the tenor 
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bitious 
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Wrimony will be ſufficient fot 
ou, if you are not addicted to 
Wuxury and exceſs; it is this which 
almoſt always reduces men to 15 
erty. | 

Alu at Gmplicity in your fur; 
iture and in every thing that is 
external: let your virtues be your 
principal ornament, and be in- 
different about the reſt. 

Lr not pride ever take poſſeſ⸗ 


racteriſtic of a weak mind, and 
the ſureſt way to become hateful to 
others. There is no one who is not 
charmed with condeſcenſion and 
ſweetneſs of behaviour: but if this 
were not the caſe, how is it poſ- 
ſible to reconcile a haughty diſ- 
= | palition 


ditious prieſt. ' Your own pa 
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ſion of your heart; it is the cha- 


53 Apviet frima Lavr of Qunrrrr 
Con. XII. poſition with the en of the 
Such, my dear fon, are the 
inſttuctions, which I thought it my 
duty to give you; every one of then 
is dictated by love, and an earnef 
deſire of promoting your happineſs, 
The ſeminary, in which you have 
been educated, muſt needs have 
inſpired you with a love of ſtudy, 
and a veneration for religion: never 
forget the principles there imbibed;iſ 
often reflect, that a perſon of your 
character ought only to appear ini 
the world, for the ſake of improving 
ir. His faults are by no mean 
confined to himſelf z they furniſh 
all who ſee them with a pretence 
for ſtrengthening themſelves in 
their wickedneſs, and ta 
in it, You 
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the | You muſt remember, ys ſe un. NB. 
conduct of your brothers ought not! 
che Wo be a matter af indifference, taqou: 
my our profeſſion engages you to point 


em out to them their duty, and to e- 
el monſtrate, if you find them negli- 
e gent of it. But, to give weight to 


your admonitions, you mult ſex 
them a good example, and you 
W muſt adminiſter reproof with ten- 
gerneſs and diſcretion: reprehenſion 
is always ill received, if the ſeverity 
of it is not wiſely tempered with ex- 
preſſions of affection and humility, 
Your father, who was always 
intent on the welfare of his children, 


| 
| 
a 


in would have taken every method of 
enabling you to do the higheſt ho- 
in Nour to that profeſſion, which you 


have choſen; may God who has 
4 taken 


56 Apvice from a Lapy 9 Quality 
Con. XII. taken him from us, be himſelf the 
conductor and guide! cleave flead-iM 
faſtly to 1M, in the faithful ſer. 
vice of whom conſiſts all our glory 
and our happineſs, 
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CONFERENCE XIII. 
On PRIDE. 


RIDE, my dear children, be- Con. XIII. 
ing almoſt inſeparable from a- 
exalted ſituation in life, I think it 

my duty to ſet before you the folly 

and danger of it. Be aſſured it 

is this, which hath carried every 

ſpecies of luxury to its preſent 

height, and hath made it the idol 

of almoſt every rank. We impo- 

veriſh ourſelves merely for the ſake 

of outward ſnew; and every poſ- 

ſible ſhift is made to cut 4 figure in 

the world. 
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Apvict from a Lady: of Quatiry 
We are anxious to conceal our 


— common original, and that com- 


mon deſtiny, which puts us all 


upon a level: we endeavour, if pel- 


ſible, to perſuade ourſelves, that a 
rich man is quite a different cres- 
ture from the reſt of mankind, and 


that there is no ſuch thing as rei 


greatneſs in the world, inſeparabł 


from riches and honours. 


Fux effect of fuch a perſuaſon i is 


chat virtue has no charms to engage 


our affections; it is a ſhade which 
we avoid, that we may baſk in the 
funſhine of fortune, whom with ido- 
latrous veneration we adore. 
Wi have ſeen the luxury and 


pride, which abound at this time in 


our cities, begin. and increaſe in 
ſuch a manner, as to ruin the moſt 
een 


1 
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guiſhed our anceſtors, and rendered 
their manners ſo amiable and re- 
ſpectable. Their deſcendants very 
ſoon began to be aſhamed of their 
plain attire, their humble accom- 
modations, their venerable por- 
traits; nothing was any where to 
be ſeen but a profuſion of expence, 
in building magnificent houſes, 
and purchaſing the richeſt dreſſes, 
and the moſt ſuperb furniture. 
WrarT extravagance do you not 
fee in this reſpect? I am ſure it 
often aſtoniſnes you; and you are 
thoroughly ſenfible of the folly of 
it; and cannot but perceive how 
greatly our morals ſuffer by it, and 
how bitterly virtue laments rhe 
effects of it. 
WHEN 


opulent families: we have ſeen that Con. xn. 
ſimplicity exploded, which diſtin. "YE 


| 6 Apvicr frm a LAY of Quatity 


con. xl. Wyn we grow familiar with 
— vanity, and make it the objedk 
| of our love and purſuit, the ſoul; 
regarded as a thing of nought, and 
the body is in a manner idolized: 
. we torment and even ruin our 
ſelves only for the ſake of this 
and think of nothing but daz 
zling our eyes with ornaments, 
| gratifying our ears with concerts, 
and our taſte with all kinds of meat, 
however luxurious and expenſive. 
Ir. is pride which produces effe- 
minacy ; and which prevents our 
ever moving but in equipages, eve! 
ſleeping but on beds of down: it 
| is continually inventing new plex 
il ſures ; it enervates the mind; and 
| renders even the ſtouteſt men, little 


ſuperior to women both in their 
_ drels 
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reſs, and in their general turn of Cox. XI. 

fe. Dt 
O! my children, place this pic- 

ure often before your eyes; and let 

r prevent your giving yourſelves 

p to pernicious luxury: my former 

propenſity to this fooliſh vanity is 

he cauſe, why I am not better able 

o ſpeak to you on the ſubject; but 

t has alſo enabled me thoroughly 

o diſcover its emptineſs and folly. 

y own reflections convince me, 

hat we forget we are rational, or 

ven human, creatures, and fancy 

hat our wealth is only given us, to 

procure whatever tends to the gra- 

tifcation of our paſſions. Luxury 

is an abyſs, which ſwallows up the 

greateſt eſtates, and which we are 


never able to fathom : the faſhions 
which 


Apvice Hm LaDy of QUaLITY 


Con. XIII. which it ſtudies, and the trifle 
— which engage its attention, are fy 
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many occaſions of our ruin. 

Bz truly great, and you wil 
never be vain: you will know, tha 
there is a certain propriety to be 
found between the two extremes of 
avarice and prodigality ; and, it is 
this which ought to regulate your 
table, your. dreſs, and your equi- 
page: you will know, that pride 
in making us vain, renders us ri 
diculous; and that when this pre- 
vails, we ſee young men effemi. 
nately devoting themſelves to the 
toilette, and paſling half their time 
under the hands of the hair dreſſer: 
you will find them as ſeriouſly en. 
gaged in determining the colour of 
their cloaths, the ſize and ſhape of 
a ſhoe buckle, and other ſuch trifles 

3 151 . 
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i if they were matters of the moſt cb . 
— —— 


ious importance. 
lr you give yourſelves up to 
ride, you will be ſlaves to theſe 


- 


* 
=— 


at ale vanities ; and you will thereby 
ve Veaken the force of that manly vir- 
of WW ue, which you naturally inherit 
rom your worthy father. 

u' Besipxs this, you will have every 
iind of whim and caprice to gra- 
ie ify; you will find numbers ready 
. ſupply your demands, by ad- 
e WW ancing you ſums of money: you 
ls ill be told, that to be in debt 


e ys no reflection upon the cha- 
c Hader of a man of quality; and 
:o will be encouraged to mul- 
„ iply debts, and to ruin your for- 
one. Every day furniſhes us with 
f WE xamples, which confirm this truth. 
$, o ang -perſons of immenſe: 
15 | eſtates 


| 64 Apvicet from a Lapy 'of QUALITY 
| Con, XIII. eſtates outlive their income, and 
1 = find themlelves ſurrounded by do- 
meſtics, which they cannot pay; 
by creditors, which are for ever 
worrying them; filled with remorſe 
which perpetually torments them; 
and reduced at length to a ſtate of 
extreme indigence and neceſſity } : 
- SvcH are the effects of pride; 
it carries us headlong into every 
kind of extravagance, and preſents 
to our view a houſe, the furniture 
of which is not yet paid for, the 
domeſtics full of diſcontent, and 
the maſter of the family himſelf a 
his wit's end, being no longer able 
to find creditors to truſt him. 
THesz, my dear children, theſ 
are the miſeries which you muſt ex 
pect to ſuffer, if ever you give way 
to the ſuggeſtions of pride: bu 
6 b even 
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0 this extremity of diſtreſs, I need 
ot ſay more to diſſuade you from 
Wit, than that it will tend to rob 
Hou of your virtue, make you re- 
gardleſs of the miſeries of your 
neighbour, and fond of all thoſe 
effeminate indulgences, and that 
WW idiculous parade which the world 
Wencourages, d ſo n 1 


68 Ires. £351 

re I ſhould not do juſtice to your 
he father, if I did not obſerve to you 
na hat he was generous and even 


magnificent according to his cir- 
Wcumſtances; but a noble ſimplicity, 
and a prudent ceconomy Peculiariy | 


ſe diſtinguiſhed: his character. His 
„ oncorrupted manners rejected all 
g thoſe expenſive trifles, which an un- 


Vol, II. 1} E N reaſonable 


| even ſuppoſing 1 it did not carry you Con. xfit 


 Apvict from a Lavy of 'QuaLtty 


Gov. X11. reaſonable fondneſs for luxury ha 
rendered faſhionable : the love of hy 


kinds of iniquity : he knows, 1 


learn to deſpiſe the poor, to hat 


the midſt of ſoftneſs and pleaſure. 


ſuperfluities and the neceſſaries d 
life; our paſſions are ſo many tj 


country ſo engroſſed his affectiom 
as to leave no room for vanity in li 
heart. 
Every wiſe and virtuous perſa 
conſiders luxury as the ſource of al 


is in the ſchool of pride that mt 


den our hearts, and to ſeek: afte 
every refinement of pleaſure: wh 
cannot bear the fight of an objel e 
that is diſagreeable to behold, wil 
cannot breathe but among peri 
fumes; we cannot exiſt, but it 
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IT is a great misfortune not u 
be able to diſtinguiſh betwixt thi 


rants, 
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ave found the means of ſatisfying 
heir demands. Hence we fee, 
hat thoſe among the great, who 
iſten to the dictates of pride, are 
eally in a ſtate of ſlavery: they are 
abſolutely dependent on faſhion, in 
he moſt trifling circumftance of 
heir hves. If any article is defec- 
ive in the midſt of all their ſplen- 
dour, they are diſtracted, they loſe 
Wall patience ; they appear to be ſo 
Wentirely taken up with external or- 
Wnaments, with finery and parade, 
that they ſeem to live for no other 
purpoſe, than to gratify a reſtleſs 
appetite for triffes, | 

Warn we vilit perſons of this 
turn of mind, we do them t 
honour to be utterly regardlefs of 
Ez themſelves, 
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ants, who allow us no reſt till we con. XII. 
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con. XII. themſelves, that we may give our 
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ADvICE from a Lapr ef Quarry 


whole attention to their furniture: 
we ſpeak to them only of what iz 
every where around them; we at- 
tend only to that which dazzles our 
eyes; as if we meant to give them 
to underſtand, that if they had 
nothing to exhibit, more worthy 
of our notice than themſelves, they 
muſt be contented to live in eue 
tual ſolitude. 

Suk ELT, my dear children, then 
is nothing very captivating in ſuch 
empty characters as theſe; yet ſuch 
is the glory of thoſe who live in 
ſubjection to luxury and pride, that 


they are not regarded on their own 


account, but merely for the ſake 


of their table, - and their ſhow. As 


a proof of which, if they loſe their 
ri iches, they inſtantly ſink into con- 
tempt; 
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fo her CHII DRY. eee wat 
mpt; it is hardly ea Con. XIV. ' 
at ſuch perſons ever exiſted: How] 
ifferent is the ſtate of thoſe who 
e really virtuous! whatever mis» 
Wrcunes befall them, they never 
ant a panegyriſt or admirer, but 
Wc univerſally regarded and eſteem- 
. Fiſtory furniſhes us with a 
Wouſand inſtances of perſons, whoſe 
erit, without any other ſupport, 
as been reſpected even inthe loweſt * 
bſcurity : ſuch is the power and 
luence of truth! 
Wulch of you then, my dear 
hildren, would not rather embrace 
virtuous poverty, than be ſatiated 
ith luxuries, and be deſtitute of - 
irtue? Iam perſuaded that neither 
f you would heſitate a moment, 
1 the determination of your choice, 
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Ge] Is my health would ſuffer me to 


Anne from a Lapr of Quatity 


enter more particularly on the fub- 
ject, I could ſhew you other evil 
effects of pride; and particularly, 
that it attracts to itſelf perſons of i 
the moſt trifling and inſignificant 
character: Look at the houſe of ſuch 
a one as I have been deſcriving ; and 
you will find it filled with thoſe 
pretty gentlemen, whoſe whole life 


is ſpent in ruining their fortune and 


their conſtitution. Tou will find 
it to be the rendezvous of gameſters; i 
(for gaming is an inſeparable ap- 
pendage to perſons of that turn of 
mind, which I have been de-if 
ſcribing:) in ſhort, luxury has ther 


diſplayed her utmoſt charms to ruin 


thoſe very people, who are ſtudiou 


to ſupport her empire in the world. 
Ax 
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Ax elegant ſimplicity will de- Cox. XIII. 


liver you from the ſociety of men 
of ſuch licentious conduct, among 


whom virtue almoſt always ſuffers 


| ſhip-wreck. Where pride prevails, 
religion is deſpiſed ; an immortal 


ſpirit cannot accommodate herſelf 
to thoſe periſhable objects, which 
tend only to chain her down to the 
earth. 

Do not imagine that luxury is 
inſtantaneous in its growth: it has 
its beginning and its progreſs: at 
firſt, it is no more than a deſire of 
having our houſes more elegantly 
furniſned, or our perſons more 
faſhionably dreſt than others of our 
rank: the love of faſhion inſenſi- 


bly gets the aſcendency over us; 


till we think nothing agreeable, in 
which there is not an air of elegance 
Ss a 


2 
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72 Apvick from a Lapy of QuaLrty 
Con. XIII. and novelty. Scarce is this firſt 
SY ſtep taken, but ſimplicity become 

inſupportable : we. deſpiſe a man 
whom we ſee indifferently cloathed; 
and we annex the idea of ſupreme 
felicity to idle and fantaſtic ples 
ſures. OS. 1 
Wr cannot but hold pride in the 
loweſt contempt when we refled, 
that every one of this diſpoſition en. 
Joys the bleſſings of ſociety, without 
contributing any thing towards it 
advantage he deprives the com 
munity of many uſeful members 
does not properly diſcharge any duty 
whatever and dies, without leaving 
any memorial, except of the riche 
which he has wantonly conſumed. 
Lvuxvay engages all the world i 
ber ſervice; you would think ther 
? would be no artificers or manufac- 
- turen 
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rt WW ucers without her; and that the con I 
ne: arts, the elements, and the ſeaſons, * 

an ut become tributary to her. This 

d; t is, which overwhelms the luxu- 

me ious man with pride, and makes 


im believe that he 1 is lord of the 

reation. 

L earnetly hope theſe confident 

tions will make a due impreſſion on 

our minds. Look on her without 
prejudice, and you will ſee that the 

pride which is ſo idolized, is more 
tranſient, than the cloud which 

W paſſeth away; you will ſee, that 
there is nothing good to be expected 

from a man enſlaved to win and 

ſunk into effeminacy. 

Txar ſwarm of petit adit, 

whom every man of ſenſe deſpiſes, 

owes its origin only to pride; which 
fills them with the love of them- $ 
ſelves; 
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754 Apvice froma LA pr of Qyaurry 
Con. XIII. ſelves - and thenceforth a new race 
of beings makes its appearance oi 
the ſtage, expoſing their vanity wil 
all around them; and burtheningi 
ſociety with all the charges of ther 

exiſtence. 

Bur there is another dreadfi 
effect of pride; which is, that it 
gives birth to thoſe idle and mil 
chievous books, which are conti 
nually publiſhing to the world: 
and which, however harmleſs they 
may be thought, tend to vitiate the 
taſte, and corrupt the morals 
How many young people hare 
been utterly ruined by impro 
per books? If idleneſs and the love 
of pleaſure had not taken poſſeflion 
of their hearts, they world never 

have quitted that happy ſimplicity 
of * which inſpires us with 
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ace 
on | hun evil and purſue good. 1 
Turn is yet another thing 


Which I with you to obſerve, name- 
, that you will inſenſibly loſe your 
Wirength of mind, whenever you 
ive yourſelves up to the influence 
f pride: and what a ridiculous 
Character is a ſoldier diſſolved in 
Wxury, and totally enervated? there 
emains nothing more of him than 
che ſhadow of a body, and an effe- 
minate mind, to which the ſlighteſt 
Whardſhip is a moſt inſupportable 
e vil. Accuſtomed to ſleep under 
WT a richly-decorated pavilion, to feed 
on the moſt delicate food, to be at- 
ended by a number of ſervants, he 
is either diſqualified for the neceſ- 
ſary duties of a ſoldier, or he car- 


ties to the camp a train of luxuries 
which 
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love of truth, .and teaches us: to Con. XIII. 


56 Apvicr from a Lavy F Quairry 


Con. XIII. which are ruinous to himſelf, and 
render him a bad example to other, 
Sox, my dear children, you 
would not wiſh to be ſoldiers, 
merely to live in eaſe and ſplendor: 
were this the caſe, you would be 
loaded with reproaches ; and your 
pride, far from procuring you re- 
ſpect, would only bring you Into 
contempt. A petit mditre is en- 
tirely out of his place, when he 
called into the field of battle: his 
whims, his particularities, his deli- 
cacy, all ſerve to render him un- 
happy in himſelf, and ridiculous to 
others. He is pointed at as one, 
who rather acts a part, than is re- 
ally ſuch as he ought to be. 
Your good Father has told me 
a thouſand times, that thoſe fine 
gentlemen who are wholly taken 


| to ber CHII DREAM. „5 a 2 
in admiring themſelves, and in Con. XIII. 
oing nothing but running from — 

e circle to another, and abſolutely 

evoted to the buſineſs of the dreſ- 

Nag - room, were always conſidered as 

Whicers of no conſequence or autho- 

Wy, whom the meaneſt ſoldier held 

W contempt. They can dance in- 

Need, and they can ſing ; but they 


- WWWannot fight; both becauſe the art 
bf war demands ſomething more 
 WWWHan mere perſonal courage, and be- 


zuſe courage itſelf is weakened by 
Whe love of pleaſure. 
Loox at the portraits of your 
Wnceſtors ; take notice of their ſuits 
f armour. Think ye, that the 
elicacy of the preſent age would 
Wave had any charms for them; and 
hat they would have admired an 
fficer ſcented with perfumes? + 

| Alas ! 


ſuddenly grown rich, and ftrud 
with ſeeing themſelves become mei 


_ gilded furniture, and fplendd 


Apvicꝝ from a Lavy of Qu atiTyY 
Con. XIII. 


need of luxury to ſet him of. | 


- whereas he alone is worthy of refped, 


penſive turn of mind ? Every pat 
of our life fayours of an uniform 


Alas! how ingenious are we, onh 
to make ourſelves deſpiſed ! 
Leave pride to thoſe who being 


of conſequence, and encireled wil 
flatterers, place all their merit i 


equipages.. Neither a virtuou 
man, nor a man of quality has ar 


is a great reflection on the preſen 
age to ſuppoſe that it only eftcem 
men according to outward ſhey: 


whoſe character is diſtinguiſhed by 

a noble ſimplicity. 
Bes1Dzs, how many real incor 

veniences do we ſuffer from this er 


profuſion: 
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forced to paſs our whole time in 
acting a part: we are ſurrounded 
by falſe friends, inſolent ſervants, 
and almoſt always with anxiety 
ith debts and diſeaſes. e 
Ir is very ſeldom that a man 
given up to pride and luxury 
knows what ſobriety is. Phyſicians 
have obſerved, that all who live to 
the full, are ſubject to indigeſtions 
and apoplexies, and that it is this 
abundance which generally ſhortens 
their lives. We no longer re- 
gard our conduct, than while we 
live in a ſtate of ſobriety: as for 
pleaſures, - they are the chief execu- 
tioners of the human race. 

thank heaven, that my health 
has enabled me to talk with you to- 
day 


orofuſion: we are ſubject to a thou- Cox. XIII. 
and forms and ceremonies; we are 


8 Anvicx from a Lavy of QuaLtITY 
Cov. XIII. day with leſs difficulty than vuſuak: 
you muſt have obſerved that n 

days are not all alike ; and thallf 
oftentimes my ſpirits are depreſſef 

by the weakneſs of my body. 

| have now dwelt largely on my fl 
- vourite ſubject of prudence, fobri 
| ty, and moderation; and if Thaw 
BY appeared tedious in my reflection 
| impute it to that tenderneſs, whid 
makes me inſenſible of my ſuffer 

ings, and which gives me new | 

whenever 1 am ae 

inſtruct you. 

Il mx vain is death making daih 

advances on my emaciated: ny 
| in vain doth he every day rob m 
of a conſiderable part of my ſul 
ſtance; I think myſelf in perfel 
health, while you are with me! 
all mx concern is to know ho 

f endur 
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Wakes; yet I find, at preſent, no re- 
orces in my own ſtrength to fortify 
Wc againſt that affecting moment. 
Bur perhaps—alas ! I only de- 
ive myſelf ; I feel nothing but 
ath approaching. 
Ta phyſician coming in, the 
idren withdrew, and gave way 
WD thoſe effuſions of grief, which 
e preſence. of their mother bad 
preſſed. . 
Taz lady, having been at Sud | 
the morning, returned about: 
even o'clock; and having ſum-- 
zoned her children, ſhe ſaid, .< I 
juſt come from viſiting my bu-. 
al place, and from looking with., _ 
V dying eyes on the ſepulchre- 
your father. O! what pain has 
— it 


dure the inſtant of our ſeparation. con. xm. 
perceive the advances which it 


ConXIH: it given me to- go ae this: dif 
mal ceremony? But I was willin 


to humble that pride, which cor 
oeals from us- what we are; ani 
which would prove your ruin; ſhould 
you not be careful to guard agant 
its 1llufrons: When we are brougie 
up in the midſt of human grandeut 
ie ĩs very difficult to perfuade ou: 
ſelves: that we are like other men 
and that the brightneſs whick' ſar: 
rounds- us will- ſoon be difperſti 
like a vapour. In the mean tim 
what' have we, whereof we” ca 
jeſtly: glory? Alas! though you 
were nobly born; you came ini 
the world weeping, helpleſs, an 
naked; and you muſt go out of 
not leſꝭ deſtitute of riches andi 
nours: Ih vain will the world the 
offer you, whatever is magnif 
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mis will paſs away like a dream; 
ind the grave will ſwallow up al 
your riches, and pride, and great- 
els. 

be my viſit to your father's tomb, 
a nothing of all that glory 
hich accompanied him on earth, 
ind of all that homage which was 
paid him: conſigned to a little ſpot 
f ground, where filence and horror 
prevail, he has only a marble monu- 
ment which already begins to be 
ffaced, and which would ſcarcely 
de ſeen, if we were not ain 
ditected · to it. 

Is this, then, ſaid Ito myſelf, all 
that remains of the buſy tumult of 
the world? Is it to this, that nobi- 
Iny of birth, and · the moſt wo 
boreuſe lends us?: 
2 =_ vs, 


ind flattering to our vanity: all con. xtr. 


e 


Con. XIII, 
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Apvics from a LADY of QuUatiTY 
Yes, my children, this is the 
15 of all our expectations, as to 
any thing earthly, whatever richei 
and dignities you- enjoy. Death 
will place you on a level with the 


meaneſt of our fellow creatures; it 


will reduce you to duſt ſimilar to 
their's both in weight and value: 
keep then your eyes ever. fixed on 
this period of human greatneſs. | 
IT is this which will teach you, 
that you are nothing but frailty; 
and that the pride, which is almoſt 
inſeparable from an. exalted ſtation, 
is the perfection of. folly. Not- 
withſtanding all the privileges of 
your birth, all your titles, and all 


your advantages, you cannot com- 


mand a moment's exiſtence: amidſt 


all your grandeur, you are in the 


* of the loweſt men, of the 
element 
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elements which govern you, of the Con: xIII. 
diſeaſes which threaten you, and "VV 
W of a thouſand accidents, which you 
cannot foreſee. Your ſoul is as 

ſubject to ſorrow, and your body to 
W pain, as that of the meaneſt ſlave ; 
and the poor peaſant, whom per- 
haps you deſpiſe, enjoys the ſame 
W ſun, the ſame climate with yourſelf, 
and has the ſame faculties of fight, 


and taſte, and perception. - 
5 Wu then, my children, ſhould 
(t WY ſuch a difference be made betwixt 
n, AY perſons alike in ſo many reſpects? 
„s it becauſe there is ſuch a diſparity 
in their birth? No: every one 
Il BY knows, that we all have one com- 


mon father, that our origin is from 
the earth, and that many a man” 
owes his eminence of ſtation to in- 


F 3© © tance 


Con: XIII. ſtances of meanneſs, if not of dom: 
wr right wickedneſs. . 
Is it becauſe they are conſigned 


ourſelves upon being covered only 


duce of a worm, or that gold 
which we dig out of the bowel 


Abvicg rm a LA of Quatitr 


to live by the labour of their 


hands? In this they only fulfil the 
obligation univerſally laid upon 


mankind. Is it becauſe they at 
meanly cloathed ? Alas! what ob- 
jects of pity are we, if we value 


with the ſpoils of brutes and inſecti 


WRar connection is there be- 
twixt that ſilk which is the pro- 


of the earth, and an immortal 
ſpirit? ſurely we cannot make 
that ſplendor which js only bor 
rowed, the ſubject of _ and 


vanity. The — of our fellow 
creatures hath a body, a ſoul, and 
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Wa fpirit, as well as we; from con: XUL, 
whence we ought: to conelude thai 
he is our brother, and that we are 
much inferior to him, in ſpite of 
all our grandeur fand ambition, X* 
he has more virtues or n 
timents than ourſelves. Ne 
Herwcr learn, that you ome 
never to deſpiſe any one; and that 
he upon whom you look down 
with diſdain may perhaps be endued 
with a more generous mind than all 
thoſe great men of the world, 
who while they value themſelves 
on account of their fuperiority, 
are really objects of pity. How 
many are there, who. if they 
had an opportunity of fhewing 
their abilities, would, by their ge- 
nius. and attaimments, eclipfe thoſe 
: F 4 - men 
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Con, XIII- menof fortune, that look down upon 

=> them with diſdain? And whom the 
patronage of one man of rank, o 
one . fortunate circumſtance might 
have raiſed to that degree of honour 
to which their abilities entitled 
them. 

IT is therefore neither obſcuriy 
of birth, nor poverty; which lowen 
us in the eye of reaſon; but it is 
pride, becauſe there is nothing 
which is in reality ſo abject, as this 
vice and its effects. It is always an 
indication either of a mean ſpirit 
or a corrupt heart. How can we 
deſpiſe others, without caſting at the 
fame time a reflection on ourſelves! 
But were this not the caſe, what 

pray you, do you think we loſe of 
our riches or our quality, by te- 

1 ceiving 
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approach us, and by addreſſing 
ourſelves with condeſcenfion to our 
inferiors! 

AL As! the man who i is fooliſhly 
puffed up with a ſenſe of his own 
| importance: loſes every thing by his 

haughty air, and his imperious 
node of behaviour: for he loſes 

he confidence and eſteem of man- 
ind, which is the moſt valuable 
poſſeſſion in the world. 

Mex of inferior rank are gene- 
tally a match for thoſe among cheir 
uperiors, who treat them with con- 
tempt; for they are ſcarce out of 
their ſight, before they ridicule 
their whims and pride, and make 
them the ſubject of * e 
and ſatire, 
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Anvice from alavy of Qualrry 


thren, if ever you ſnould treat them 
with diſdain, you would difhonout 


the memory of your father. Hef 


never thought himſelf great, bu 
when it gave him an opportunity 
of obliging others; and in him the 
weak and indigent always found 
that Kindneſs and relief which the 
fought.; he removed: their (ſorrows; 


: he anſwered them with (gentleneſs; 


and if he found :himfelf conſtrained 
to refuſe them avhat they aſked, be 
Plainly ſhewed, how much conoem 

it gave him. 
"RexMeMBeR that 5er ee 
ſtation ſtands in need of the aſliſt 
ance of men of inferior rank t 
ſupport it; and that, if you hal 
not * in ſubjection to you 
commands, 


'O! my children, if ever yoo 
mould deſpiſe the leaſt/ of your bee. 
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ommands, you would lead a life o 
of the moſt dreary ſolitude, and of 
extreme indigence. Some labour 
to ſupply you with food, others ef- 
fer you their perſonal ſerviee; and 
Wic is their preſence and aſſiquous 
attendance which forms your train, 
and renders you an object of N 5 
notice. 
W are cherefore enemies * 
own intereſt, when we deſpiſe thoſe, 
on whom we are ſo dependent for 
ſiſtance. The generglity of great 
men are reſpected only in pro- 
portion to their retinue ; ſo chat 
they owe almoſt all their conſe · 
quence, to the very perſons, 
whom they do not regard. O 
how happy is it for us, when we 
know how to doguſtice to ourſelves; 


when we have judgment enough to 
eſtimate 
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don. X1IT. eſtimate ourſelves according to o 
* real worth? | 


NoTHinG can be more dreadfi 
than this arrogance of mind, which 
carrying a man beyond the limit 
of an earthly being, renders him 
the ſcourge of every one about 
him. Might not you, my. chil 
dren, have been born the children 
of a peaſant or mechanic? and i 
this was not your lot, can you 40 
ſume any merit to yourſelves on 
this account? as to mental en 
dowments, however penetrating, 
or extenſive you may ſuppoſe them, 
they are no more than a glimmer- 
ing light, too often ready to miſſead 
you; and which oftentimes ſhines 
only at the expence of found wil 
dom. Men of the greateſt gens 
are continually committing ' the 
' greatch 


te r CRHII DAL. 
greateſt faults: where wit is pre- Con. x. 
dominant, diſcretion is — 3 
ound. 4 | 
Taz more cloſely. a man exa- 
mines himſelf, the more ready he 
ill be to acknowlege his weakneſs 
and infirmity: it is only with re- 
ſpect to our immortal part, that we; 
are truly great: but in order to de- 
ſerve this character, we muſt be 
raiſed above our paſſions, and eſpe- 
cially above pride. It is a vice 
which we ought not to know, ex- 
cept that we may avoid it: it, 
W marrs our beſt actions; and leaves. 
to him who is poſſeſſed of it, no- 
thing but what is mean and ridicu- 
lous. Ty 
OxLy obſerve the man who. is 
wrapt up in himſelf, and. is full of. 


the admiration of his equipage and 
his 


os Apvics om A Lanx of QuAtity 

Con. XIII. his gaudy oloaths, and you will per 
cdieive a degree of emptineſs in him 
which you cannot but pity. TM 

poor vain creature labours for 10 
other! purpoſe, than to make him 

ſelf: contemptible; while only 1 

ſmile or an obliging look. would 
conciliate the affections and wit 

th hearts of all with whom Heco 
vetſes/- An air of affability' and 

wor® of kitidneſs: is ſufficient” 

gain a thouſand praiſes: and a thow 

ſand thanks. From which yd u mf 
conclude, that every man of quality; 

who incurs the hatred: of others 

thro* the neglect of that, whii 
would coſt him ſo little, either 
look, or a word, or an air, is in effed 

a dupe to his own pride; and real 

@ very deſpicable beings = 
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O! my children, to whatever Con, XIII. 
ink fortune may Hereafter raiſe 
you, never forget to ſhew the ut- 
moſt condeſcenſion in your whole 
deportttent. All mankind vow 
rengeance againft thoſe, who think 
themſelves raiſed above their fel- 
Wow-creatures, only to aggravate 
the miſeries' of the wretched, to 
overwhelm them with the weightof 
their pride, to make them the fporr 
of their capricious humour, to 
oblige them to a painful attendantt 
in ante · chambers, where they are 
wearied out with impatience and 
diſguſt. Every ſpecies of great- 
neſs which is titus aſſuming; is no- 
thing better than abſolute tyranny; . 
To one who contemplates, as I' 
o at prefefit, the Majeſty of God, 
how fooliſh as well as criminal doth 
the 
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Con. XIII. the pride of man appear]! hon 


" ſenſibly ſhould I be afflicted, if 1 
foreſaw, that you. would hereafter 
bebave yourſelves with inſolence, 
and become diſtinguiſhed by your 
haughty and imperious deport- 
ment. But I am perſuaded this 
will not be the caſe: you will re 


ther endeavour to 1mitate the cour · 


teſy and affability of your father; 


and I truſt: you will acquit your, 


mother of arrogance, if ſhe ſhould 


venture to urge her own example, 


as not unworthy of your imitation 

in this reſpect. 

__  Hzaven, which knows my moſt 
ſecret thoughts, knows that I deſire. 

neither riches nor honours for you: 

if ye are only good men, you will 

be always Sas great. a 


ind. a ad ah td 
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Ol] my beloved children, if you ConzXilly 


could penetrate into my inmoſt 


thoughts, you could not doubt of 
my ſincerity; I conſider this union 
of hearts as the only means of be- 
ing always together. Death may 
indeed deſtroy the body, but it has 
no power over our affection: this is 
my comfort, when the idea of our 
approaching ſeparation depreſſes my 
ſpirits: it is then J have recourſe 
to my intelligent and immortal 
principle; in whoſe love and affec= 
tion, as it were in a ſanctuary, you 
are to live for ever, and make part 
of my happineſs. It is then, I con- 
fole myſelf with reflecting that 
I ſhall not be abſolutely deprived 
of you; but that in ſpite of all 
the ravages of death, I ſhall re- 


tain you in my mind and my af- 


fections. The triumph of the cruel 
Vor. II. E tyrant 


os Apvrcz from a Lay of Quatity 

Con · XIII. tyrant will only be partial: under 

— this perſuaſion that our union is in. 

diſſoluble, wonder not that my] 

prayers to God are inceſſant, tha 

he would preſerve you, and pour 

down his choiceſt bleſſings upon 
you. 

Tux more 1 think of you, the 

more I find myſelf intereſted 1 in al 

that you have, and do, and are; 

and it is this, which heightens my 

affection to an inexpreſſible degree, 

that you are my on fleſh and 

blood. What ſtronger motive can 

there be moſt tenderly to love you! 

I may truly ſay, I forget ever 

other thing for your ſakes: nothing 

except my children's welfare hath 

any longer a place in my heart. | 

is natural therefore for me, to aval 

. myſelf of the little time I have u 

reman 
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remain upon earth, by ſeeing a as Cov. XIII. 
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much of you as poſſible. | kk 


Excuss me, I pray you, to my 
friends, when I am departed hence; 
tell them, that the duties of a pa- 
rent ſo far ſurpaſſed every other, 
that I confined my attention en- 
tirely to my family, to give eaſe to 
my mind, and diſcharge my laſt 
duties; aſſure them, that they had 
nevertheleſs a great ſhare in my re- 
gard, and that the remembrance of 
their kindneſs dwelt on my mind to 
my lateſt moment: thank them for 
the attention which they have ever 
ſhewn me; and which I am very 
ſenſible was more than I deſerved, 

Taz fad commiſſion which I am. 
giving you to deliver to my friends, 
is like converſin g with you after 

_ . 
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e're long, you will her 


0 * 


Apvieꝝ from a LAnv 7 Qyplrrr 
collect all my tenderneſs, and do 


your mother ſpoken of, as a ſhadoy 
juſtice to my love. 


that is departed; you will then r. 
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CONFERENCE XIV. 


On FRIENDSHIP. 


Expect the return of every even-'Con. XIV. 
ing with all the impatience tha 
can be conceived : neither the tem- 
porary relief of medicines, nor the 
chearing light of the ſun affords me 
any conſolation; nothing candothis, 
but the happy opportunity afforded 
me of ſeeing and converſing with you. 
Tou will hardly believe that l reckon- 
ed every hour of the laſt night; only 
grieving that they did not paſs with 
greater expedition, in order to 
haſten this pleaſing interview: ſurely 
my tenderneſs for you exceeds the 
bounds of reaſon ; otherwiſe I could 
G 3 not 
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Apvice frem a Lavy of QuaLitTY 


Con. XIV, not preſume, in my preſent ſituation, 
do wiſh, that the time ſhould paſs 
with more rapidity than it does, 
when ſo very little remains for me: 


but let us improve that little; and 
let us diſcourſe this evening on the 
neceſſity of prudence in the choice 
of friends. 

. Ir we are right in ſaying that 2 
true friend is a treaſure, we may be 
equally ſure, that a falſe one is 2 
monſter. He abuſes the confidence 
we place in him, to our ruin, and 
makes ſport of the affection which 
we ſhew him : there are hypocrites 
in friendſhip, as well as in religion. 
Bur there is nothing, my chil- 
dren, more agreeable or uſeful to 
mankind, than friendſhip :_ without 
this, the happieſt life leaves a va- 
cuum which can never be filled: 
| there 


— 
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there are a thouſand caſes in which con. XIV. 
we have need of counſel or aſſiſtance; 
a thouſand ſituations in which we 
have no comfort but in the ſight of 
a friend; he is a ſupport under 
every difficulty; a Mentor, to re- 
call our wandering ſteps. 

GEenTLENEss of manners, and a 
compliance of diſpoſition will ſecure 
to you all the bleſſings of friend- 
ſhip; but if you are not upon your 
guard againſt external appearances, 
you will run the riſque either of 
having falſe friends, or of having 
no friend at all. | 

Your choice muſt not be deter- 
mined either by an agreeable coun- 
tenance, or a lively turn of conver- 
ſation, or a brilliancy of wit; we 
are often enſnared by theſe exterior 
accompliſhments; but experience 

G4 will 
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Con. XIV, will teach you, that there is nothing 
— ſo deceitful as words and looks. 


Apvick om a LAnr of QuaLity 


You mult penetrate into the very 
ſoul of him, whom you wiſh really 
to know: if you liſten only to the 
public voice, you - will find your 


Judgment. equally divided betwixt 


ſatire and panegyric, and you will 
not know which ſide to take. I 


never knewa perſon, who had not 


his ſhare of good and evil report. 
While ſome commend him, others 
blame him; and it 1s almoſt always 


prejudice, which determines both 


the one and the other. 
Bor how, you will aſk, ſhall we 


get at the heart of him, with whom 


we ſeek to be united in friendſhip? | 
Your own underſtanding will teach 
you the way: that will make you 


attentive to thoſe words and actions, G 
which 
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the inmoſt receſſes of the heart. 
hat will teach you to watch the 
prevailing inclination of the perſon 
yom you wiſn to take into your 
boſom; and to attend to his dif- 
ferent purſuits and connections: 
hat will ſnew you in the mirror of 
the mind, I mean the eyes, whether 
here be ſweetneſs, anger, or pride 
in him. 1 
Ir is eaſy to ſtudy others, when 
ye have been accuſtomed to ſtudy 
urſelyves z but unhappily this ſelf- 
enquiry is too much neglected : we 
read, witheagerneſs, books onevery 
ſubject; but we do not give our- 
ſelves the trouble to ſearch into 
that inſtructive volume, the human 
teart: thus it deceives us every 
Os moment z 


zhich are purely natural, and un- Cox. XIV. 
vremeditated, ' and which unfold vv 


Con. XIV. moment; and makes us pay dearh 
— for our negligence in this matter, 
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Bor how great advantages woull 
ariſe from this enquiry ? We ſhoull 
know the origin of all the evil the 
we do; we ſhould learn by whe 
means our prevailing paſſions ar 
moſt eaſily attacked; and we ſhoull 
have none but real friends. 
LIEERTIxESs and gameſters han 
thoſe qualities, which would on 
ſerve to ruin us: Not to mential 
that they are levity and inconſiſtenq 
itſelf, they communicate a loved 
vice, and take a pleaſure in making 
proſelytes, like themſelves. Ever 
vicious man ſeeks to juſtify his con 
duct by the authority of others; 
and this he hopes to effect, by mak 
ing converts; as if it were in the 
power of a multitude to deter 
| mile 
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2 ine virtue to be vice, or vice Con. XIV, 
. irtue. OE 


IT is not in the circle of irregu- 
arity, or in the lap of pleaſure, that 
ou will meet with minds ſuſcepti- 
le of true friendſhip: for ſhe is 
rudent and diſcreet; and young 
nen enſlaved to their paſſions are 
ntemperate and precipitate : you 
ed not ſee them more than once 
> know them thoroughly: they 
ommend nothing but pleaſure 
ey admire nothing but diſſipation 
hey ſpeak of nothing but what is 
qurious to religion and morality 
which are the ſtrongeſt argue 
nents againſt the admiſſion of ſuch 
perſons into your friendſhip. 

Ir you ſhould make choice of 
ne that is fond of play, he would 
von perſuade you that his paſſio 
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is a certain reſource againſt dullnek 


and misfortunes ;. that the gaming 
table is the rendezvous of the belt 


company; that it is very agreeable 
to make ſuch great intereſt of one! 


money; till, in ſhort, he prevail 


and you are undone. Connect your: 
| ſelf with a man of pleaſure, and he 


will tell you there is no happine{ 
but in ſenſual gratifications; andi 
the end will pervert your under 
ſtanding, and corrupt your affe. 
tions: one inſenſibly becomes wick- 
ed, by converſing with ſuch as ar 


wickedly diſpoſed : this is an opt: 


nion, which is confirmed by reaſon 


and ſad experience. 
AN ill-diſpoſed friend involve 


us in every kind of misfortune; 
and the wounds which he gives u 


are lo much the more dangerous 
becauſe 
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becauſe he often goes down with Cox. XIV. 
us into the pit which he has digged © * 


for us. His kindneſs enſnares us; 
and though we ſee we are the dupes 
of his folly, we haye no Ne r 
reſolution to oppoſe it. 
I have already exhorted you to 
leave the choice of your friends to 
Virtue, which will preſerve you 
from theſe dangers. She is intelli- 
gent without ſuſpicion, and has the 
beſt means of diſcovering the truth; 
ſuch a choice is too important to ex- 
cuſe our inadvertency and neglect. 

How many are there whoſe for- 
tune or whoſe virtue would have 
been ruined, had it not been for the 
aſſiſtance of a friend? he becomes 
their guide; he ſhews them a ſafe 
and eaſy way, and his directions are 
attended with the moſt happy ef- 
: fects. 
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Con. XIV. fects. We eaſily ſuffer ourſelye 
wy = to be perſuaded, when it is Friend 


ſhip that ſpeaks: ſhe knows the dit 
poſitions of the heart, and diſcoven 
herſelf in ſpite of every cloud and 


every impediment. 


How happy will you be, if ew 
you are bleſt with a real friend! he 
will be a living book, in which 
you may read your duty ; and yout 


own affection being Joined with his 


there will be only one mind, and 


one will betwixt you: when me 


are united by generous ſentiments 
we mutually encourage each other 
to every thing that is good : ther 
is ſomething ſacred in friendſhip, 
when! it is animated by virtue. 

Bur we muſt not expect to find 
true friends, if we do not uſe out 


utmoſt endeavours to deſerve them! 
there 
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1 


arcity of friends, and nothing 
nore rare than to ſee them ſtudious 
o cultivate friendſhip. We are 
ot apt to think, that friendſhip is 
commerce, which muſt be carried 

n at a mutual expence. | 
Do not accuſtom yourſelves te to 
ll any man your friend, whom 
ſou have not proved, and whom 
ſou do not know to be ſuch : be 
joneſt, ſincere, and agreeable your- 
ves, and I will be anſwerable for 
t, that the bleſſings of friendſhip 
hall be your's. We form con- 
ions too haſtily, to have real 
tiends, and we change them too 
aten, to know their value: there 
too much levity to be met with 


every 


= I = = 


ere is nothing more common than Con, XIV, 
o hear people complain of the WWW 
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Con. XIV- every where, and only the ſhadoy 
m—_— or friendſhip to be ſeen. 


War adiſmal ſtate is it, to wan. 
der about the world, without: 
creature in whom we can ſafely con. 
fide | to live always in reſerve with 
thoſe whom we converſe: with. A 


true friend delivers us from thy 


reſtraint : he is of more value tous 
than all the world without him 
While we ſee, - and converſe with 
him, we think of nothing that i 
removed at a diſtance from us. 

I myſelf experienced the blefling 
of a friend, in one, whom Prov. 


dence. threw in my way, when! 


was young: her counſels, and het 


excellent virtues, firſt began 1 


ſhew me the folly and- vanity d 
a diſſipated life. I truſt her good 


neſs towards me has not failed of it 
reward: 


oy =” Hy Oh AY @{ 
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ward ! were ſhe now all ee 
re ive, | 


would ſupphy my place to you: my 
eyes have 8 thouſand times be- 
ſtowed the tribute of a tear upon 
her, and to my lateſt breath, T ſhall 
not ceaſe to regret her loſs. 
Ir was in the friendſhip of this 
excellent woman, that I learnt to 
riſe my mind above the trifles of 
the world, and that I found by ex- 
perience that our happineſs chiefly 
depends on the choice of a friend. 
IxpEED, my children, a virtuous 
perfon, to whom we can at all times 
with ſafety unboſom ourſelves, is 
of more ufe to us, than either books 
vr converſation z when we are agi- 
tated by our paſſions, we ſeek an 
aly)um in his breaſt, and find that 
tranquility, which we ſo much want. 
You, II. OnLY 


"mY 
Con. XIV. 


2 
. 
* 
Rod - 4 


content with his own meaſure d 


. eminence. 


ſubject of friendſhip, if it were m 


and their ſentiments a degree d 
candour and benevolence that wil 


ports the weaker; the wiſer ir 


Apvicz from a Lapy of QuALiTy 
OnLy make your obſervation on 
two faithful friends; liſten to them, 
and you will find in their language 


charm you; if they deſcant on the 
emptineſs of earthly honours, it 
the voice of reaſon; if they give a 
account of their affairs, 1t 1s done 
with the utmoſt openneſs and inte 
grity. They adhere cloſely to the 
dictates of virtue; the ſtrongeſt ſup 


ſtruts the more ignorant; each 


knowlege, and in this little ſociety 
neither wiſhes to have the pre 


I ſhould not ſay ſo much on th 


x 


A 
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o abſolutely neceſſary in human Con. XIV. 
life. Of what ſervice may you find "Va 


a friend, amidft the perils of war! 
It is very poſſible that he may ſave 
your life; we ſee inſtances of it 
every day : your uncle can inform 


you, that after a bloody battle, he 


found himſelf fallen among the 
dead, and that the Count de“ * 
inſtigated by friendſhip, came to 
ſee if there were any ſigns of life in 
him, and delivered him from the 
hands of thoſe who were Ry 
to bury him. 

You are now arrived at a proper 
age to think of making ſuch friends: 
a friendſhip begun in our youth, is 
a band not eaſily to be broken, 
Experience will teach you, that the 
generality of perſons, whom you 
meet with in the world, are only fit 

? H 2 for 
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Con, XIV. for the intercourſe of common civi- 


lity ; and that the number of thoſe, 
among whom a friend is to be 
choſen, is very ſmall. Let this 
choice be directed by reaſon, as well 
as the affections, and you will never 

then have cauſe to repent of it. 
WM are never more ſenſible of the 
true value of a friend, than when 
we labour under any ſickneſs ot 
misfortune ; the courtier paſſes by, 
and does not remember that he evet 

ſaw you; the man of the world 
ſends to enquire after you, 'and pro 
ceeds no farthet: but the real friend 
riſques every thing; nay, quits ever 
thing, to aſſiſt and comfort you; 
he divides himſelf, he multiplies 
himſelf; he knows no greater ples 
ſure than in opening his heart, and 
diſcovering the linceriey of his al. 
5 fection: 
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fection; we are always ready to dif- Cay. — 
cloſe our hearts, when we have no- 2 
thing but virtues to ſhew. F 
HEAVEN grant, that theſe re- 

flections may imprint on your 

minds thoſe ſentiments which friend- 

ſhip inſpires. This is the wiſh of 

your beſt and deareſt friend, who 
celights in ſeeing you, whole hears 

is tranſported with pleaſure in con - 
verſing with you! I am already ab · 
ſolutely dead to the world; it is 

only in you that I ſeem to hve and 
breathe, O] my too tenderly be- 

loved children ! to what an orphan- 

ſtate are you now about to be re- 
duced? where are the perſons 

whom you will hereafter call by the 

ſacred name of friends? how happy 

ſhould I be to know them? how 
extremely dear would they be to; 

H 3 me? 
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don. xlv. me? I ſhould conſider them, a 
ſupplying my place in your affec- 


tions? I ſhould conjure them tobe 
for ever attached to you, both out 
of tenderneſs for you, and com. 
paſſion for me. 

Aras! my whole ſoul is dib 
dered by ſuch reflections as theſe: 
all my thoughts are thrown in 
confuſion; and nothing remains to 
me but the pain of loſing you; 
pain, which has yet a mixture of 
pleaſure, even while it overwhelms 
me; and which, indeed, I would not 
but feel, for all the world. 

Tnar ever I ſhould be deſtined 
to experience ſuch a contrariety of 
ſenſations ! my heart ſeems to be 
divided, and my ſoul 1 is in a ſtate af 
diſtraction : my tenderneſs is ag! 


tated at the ſame time by ſentiments 


fo ber CHILDREN. 1190 
of a quite different nature: what a Con, XIV. 


ſtrange ſituation! My love of my 


children, whilſt it heightens my 
joy, embitters my ſorrow. If my 
affection is properly returned by 
you, I ſhall have abundant reaſon to 
be ſatisfied z yet do I ſtill um 
your fate. 


H4 cor. 
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CONFERENCE XV, 


Oz the CouRT. 


Con. XV, S it is my deſign to give 

5 ſome inltructions e 

to every circumſtance of your life, 
I think I ought to ſay ſomething to 
you on the ſubject of the Court. 
The ſpot which you will have occa- 
ſion moſt frequently to viſit, is the 

moſt reſpectable part of the king · 
dom, as being the reſidence of the 
ſovereign. There it is that the 
hearts of all his ſubjects ſhould be 
fixed; thence it is, all favours and 
benefits are wont to flow. 

3 Bur 


* 1 
3 
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Bur you muſt know that ſelf- Con. xv. 
ove and our own intereſt being the 
firſt mover in almeſt every action, 
they who frequent the court are car- 
tied thither by motives of ambition, 
and a thirſt for promotion: this is 
the center, to which every thing 
tends it is here that the vehemence 
of deſire, and the flame of paſſion 
are kindled: here it is that courtiers 
pine away with envy and im- 
patience; and there is no one who 
does not feel himſelf in an uneaſy 
ſituation: one is afraid of loſing 
his place, another is apprehenſive 
that he ſhall get nothing; and as 
neither of them will venture to utter 
his real ſentiments, either that he 
may not expoſe himſelf, or that he 
ny not reveal his ſeeret, they both 
tive 


Anvice from a Lady of Quairty 


Con. XV. live in a ſtate of perpetual diffimu- 
bn. 
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Trrs accounts for our finding 
more ſuſpicion and miſtruſt at court 
than any where elſe; and hence it 
is, that it is the place in the world 

in which men are leaſt apt to expreſs 
their thoughts and inclinations. 
When this precaution does not ex- 
ceed the bounds of prudence, ve 
cannot but commend it; but when 
it degenerates into duplicity, it is 
doubtleſs a very great fault. 
ExPEcT then to find within the 
precincts of a court, only perſons 
of very great prudence or diſſimu- 
lation; and to tee only looks, whoſe 
meaning you cannot underſtand: 
they often laugh, when they have 

great cauſe to weep; and often 
_ weep, 
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weep, when they have occaſion to Cox. xv. 
rejoice z they publicly praiſe their 
enemies, if they happen to be fa. 
vourites at court; and they cenſure 
even their friends, if they chance 
d to be out of favour. Fortune is the 
ls compaſs by which the courſe of their 
friendſhip is directed; the thermo- 
meter, which ſhews 'the degree of 
warmth or coolneſs with which peo- 
ple are to'be addreſſed.” 

"You will- ſee that neither open- 
neſs nor freedom are the current 
coin of this place; and that the 
only way to maintain your ground 
there, is to pay a proper reſpect to 
all, but to place confidence in none; 
never to ſay the leaſt evil of any; 
becauſe the weakeſt has power to 
hurt; to confine yourſelves within 
your proper ſpltere; and to have 

| nothing 


e „ 00 
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k Cov. XV. nothing to do with intrigues or ca. ; 
b == bals; to aſk no be or at leat Ml ' 
0 to uſe the utmoſt diſcretion in aſking 
90 them; to give no occaſion either 
0 for panegyric or ſatire; equally o 
oh avaid the haughty appearance of 
| pride, and the mean artifices of Wi 
i flattery; to preſerve at all times Bi 
5 an evenneſs of temper, and never 
# to ſhew too much ſenſibility : peo- ; 
ll ple are apt to miſtruſt a man of wit , 
4 and humour; they ſuppoſe that he 0 
ll is always deſigning ; and they ful- 
\1 pect that what he ſays is nat ſin- ; 
| cexe. | 0 
I Lay down theſe maxims for the (W, 
\} direction of your conduct, and 1 WW. 
| will venture to aſſure you, that a 
whatever dangers may attend the Bi, 
court, it will have none, to enſnare Wi, 


vou. It is not the path of ambi- 
| tion, 


. RS A et * 


# her Cnitloatu. 


tion, which I am pointing out to Cos. xv. 


you, but that of an honeft man, 3 


who ſeeks only to get the better of 
his own faults, and only aſpires 
after true happineſs. The ambi- 
tious man hazards all for all : if his 
exaltation may render him conſpi- 
cuous, his fall may be utterly des» 
ſtructive to him: whereas with vir · 
tue and a generous moderation we 
leave fortune to act as ſhe pleaſes, 
neither coveting her favours, nor 
dreading her frowns. 

IT is doubtleſs a very biaſing 
ſituation to be honoured with the 
confidence of a royal maſter, and to 
be employed in his name to par- 
take of the concerns of govern- 
ment. But how much trouble and 
Ulappointment muſt you expect. 
before you arrive. at ſuch a poſt of 

honour! 
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Cox. XV: honour! And what perpetual 
◻◻ inquietude muſt you ſuffer. to 
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maintain it! you will not have 
a moment that you can call your 


own; your time muſt be wholly 


devoted to public affairs, and you 
muſt be intent on juſtifying the 
choice which your ſovereign ha 


made of you, by inceſſant induſtry, 


and by an unwearied a for 


the general welfare, 


I have ſeen enough of the cou, 
and of the manner of courtiers, to 
be able to aſſure you, that no one 
there is happy, but he who deſires 
nothing. Is it not a ſufficient ho- 
nour and privilege to be permitted 
to approach our prince, to be known 
by him, and to have it in our power 
to ſhew by our aſſiduity, how much 
we 
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al we love him, and how defirous we Con. XV. 
to are to ſerve him? - +147 IR 
e WHEN we are only engaged in 
ur WW conſulting the intereſt of our King. 
ly WH we find a court the reſidence of 


true greatneſs and virtue; but when 

we think only of our own intereſt, 

we find there nothing but mtrigues, 

and jealouſy, and: diſſimulation. 

It is not the ſovereigns, or their fa- 
mily, which render the court a place 
of danger, but the faulty paſſions 
which we carry. thither, and which 

an ambitious deſire of advancement 
puts in a ſtate of fermentation. A 
prince cannot ſee eyery thing him- 
ſelf; and as the greateſt part of his 
courtiers are. accuſtomed to diſ- 
guiſe, his court does not —_—_ to 
him ſuch as it wt IS. 
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Apvice from a Lady of QuaLrTY 

You muſt above all things be. 
ware of learning there that political 
refinement, which has not the leaſt 
connection with truth; that fond. 
neſs for luxury, which plunges w 
into idle expences; that effeminacy 
which enervates both the body and 
mind; that haughtineſs of ſpirit, 
which knows no pleaſure but that 
of depreſſing others. A good dif 
poſition will imitate nothing but 
_ virtues; bad examples ſerve only 
to render it more circumſpect and 
attentive to its duty. 

IF it be true, that a court has its 
inconventences, it is no leſs true 
that it has alſo great advantages! 
it is the centre of true politeneſs; 
it is the reſidence of the pureſt lan- 
guage; a certain mode of behaviout 
there prevails, which is not elſe- 

whero 
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e. abere to be found, and which cha- Con. xv 
4 Bi c:teriſes perſons of quality. It is — 
alt Bi there we become acquainted with | 
d. the neceſſary forms, and what. is 

n vſually called etiquette; the manner 
of behaving ourſelves with grace- 

nd fulneſs, and of expreſſing ourſelves 

, il vith propriety ; of receiving others 

it with dignity, and of writing with 

li Bi c-gance and eaſe. You: will not 

ut have continued there long, without 

nly Bi [earning the art of being polite 

od Wi vithout impertinence, reſerved with- 
cot ſtiffneſs, ſteady without rude- 

il dels, and grave without affectation. 

rue Courtiers ſay many things in few 

es! vords; rhey know every thing, yet 

1s; i pretend to know nothing; that is, 

an» BY they are ſo guarded, that you can 

1 neither gueſs what are their real 

lſe- 


ſentiments, nor quote their autho- 
ity for what they ſay. I 
Vol. II. 4 CHO, 
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Cnoosx thoſe characters for your 
examples, which are moſt generally 
eſteemed : there are always to be 
found at court, venerable peer, 
whoſe company 1s the ſchool of ho- 
nour and integrity; reſpectable la- 
dies, whoſe example is a leſſon of 
virtue. Theſe are the perſons, to 


whom you will do well moſt int. 


mately to attach yourſelves : yo 
will gain their good will by liſten- 
ing to them with attention; by co- 
ſtantly frequenting their company; 


by a well - ſupported conduct, and 


by modeſty and diſcretion. - The 
court is only dangerous to thoſewho 
gre themſelves up to pleaſure of 
ambition ; we can every where find 
bad examples, when we give our- 
ſelves the trouble to look after them. 

Ir you ſhould have a place 2 
court, you will do well to _—_ 
RE | 77 le 
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the ſureſt means of confirming you 
n it, and of fecuring you from any 
ſar of revolutions. Courts are 
ke ground that is undermined: 
hen we think ourſelves moſt ſe- 
ure, we are in the moſt imminent 
anger of falling in. | 

lr you only appear there to pay 
the reſpect, which is due from you; 
if you are only anxious to procure 
etcem; behave yourſelves with po- 
Ireneſs to all the world; and above 
il things avoid the character o 
news-mongers or banterers ; the 
leaſt degree of raillery is always ill: 
received, The court is the reſi- 
tence of extreme diſcretion ; they 
ve always talking there, withour 
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hat it is only borrowed; and be al- con. XV.) 
ys ready to reſign it: this wilt be 


132 


Cox. xv. 
| in which there is more wit; and in 


thing is blazed abroad. 


either you will be beſet by depen 


refuſe, and which a, good heart ſut 
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THER is no place in the world 


_ it is more dangerous to ſhey 

She nothing there but Plan 
* ſenſe; that you will find i; 
the way to commit no faults, and 
to have no enemies; we cannot be 
too eircumſpect, when we live in 
the midſt of a world, in | which 
every thing is ſeen, and every 
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Nzvek boaſt that you, have in- 
tereſt, if fortune ſhould, give it you: 


£9 ˙·— ©, — ww — —ͤ— 2 


dents, whoſe applications you mult 


fers greatly in refuſing; or you 
muſt be. always aſking favours, and 
thereby weakening youf oun interel. 

Avorp the ſociety of intriguing 
women; they almoſt always rui 


thoſe, whom ey appear to pro- 
tect: 
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we: their counſels ſeduce ; they Con: xv. 
fan the flames of ambition ; and all www 
they aim at is to form. parties, of 
which you will at length become 
the victim. 

Pay no regard to the friendſhip, 
which they. profeſs for you, or to 
the queſtions, which they will nor 
fail to aſk you. Their friendſhip | 
may be ſincere, but it may perhaps 
be inſidious; and in a matter of 
in. doubt, prudence preſeribes, that 
11: ve ſteer clear of danger. There 
en-: are too many jarring intereſts at 
uf court, to think that people there 
if. WJ are diſintereſted; - 
on WrarT I am now recommending 
nd fo you is not craftineſs, but pru- 
et. dence :- you will not be leſs the 
ing friends to truth, for knowing how 
uno hold your peace, and act with re- 
fo: ſerve: it is a kind of policy which 
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133 Apyrcz fim a Lavy of Quality 
Ces. XV, religion allows, and which it calls 


— by the name of diſcretion. 


We find fault with the court, a; 
being the region of toilſome atten- 
dance and fatigue; and not without 
reaſon, when we give ourſelves up 
to idleneſs and pleaſure; but if you 
are fond of reading, and make tem- 
perance the rule of your condud, 
you will find yourſelves as happy 
there, as in any other place: { 
tiety belongs only to thoſe who 
purſue fenſual pleaſures alone, and 
who wiſh to be always enjoying 
them; let your happineſs center i 
your own minds, and it will always 
Bur enough, my children, 08 
this ſubject; Experience will teach 
you the reſt; ſhe is an admirable 
inſtructreſs; and it is to her J refer 
myſelf, every time I converſe with 
a . * 
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to ber CHILDAES 135 
ou, But it is impoſſible for you Cov. XV. 
4 conceive what agitation my mine 
ſuſtains, while I am giving you 
theſe directions for your future con- 
duct: I cannot help wiſhing to look 
into futurity, that I might know 
whether the counſel which I give 
you is exactly fuch as will be of 
uſe to you hereafter; or whether 
you will be diſpoſed to follow 
it at all. I am always thinking, 
and therefore it is no wonder that 
I am inceflantly repeating, how 
dreadful is the ſituation of that 
mother, who wiſhes to attend her 
children. throꝰ their whole life, but 
is obliged to leave them, who is 
earneſtly. deſirous to know in what 
manner they will hereafter conduct 
themſelves, what will become of 
them, and yet cannot, with all her 
efforts of foreſight and tenderneſs | 
go one ſtep beyond the preſent hour. 
14 Ir 
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Apvice from a LADY of QuaLrry 

Ir is a melancholy reflection, 
that I am at this time anxious to 
give you advice for. the regulation 
of a life, which perhaps will very 
ſoon be taken away from you, 


Who knows, alas! but that the firſt 


campaign may carry you off, in the 
midſt of all your hopes, and in the 


flower of that youth, of which you 


are at preſent in the full enjoyment, 


Some unexpected accident may per- 


haps open your tomb, almoſt as 


foon as mine is ſhut. Such are the 


fad reflections, which diſtract my 
mind, ariſing doubtleſs, in part, 


from the increaſing weakneſs of my 
outward frame, They hang over 


me like a thick cloud, which I am 
unable to remove. _- ih 
To my own lot I am no ſtranger; 


all my ſolicitude ariſes from my ig- 


norance what will be your's: O 
that death would execute all its 


power 
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n; Wl power upon me, rather than tor- con. X. 
wo Ml ment me with theſe melancholy — 
MN thoughts, which caſt down my ſort, 

ry Wl and fill me with perpetual Aiſcuict 

b. HEAVEN has ordained, my chil- 

it deren, that I ſhould be taken away 

ie from you at a time, when I am 

i deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of 
my duty, and am exceedingly de- 

t. ſrous to diſcharge it. Alas! how 
many mothers are there, who live 

in perfect indifference about their 

e children! How many mothers, who 
only regard their pleaſures; while 

t, have only one reaſon for wiſhing 

soo live, that I might be of uſe to 

er you; and that I might be inſtru- 

mental in preſerving you from 


thoſe dangers, to which your youth 
is about to be expoſel. 
_ Grrzvovs indeed was the ſtroke, 

when it was the will of heaven to de- 
5 "re 
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133 Avvice froma Lady ff QAlrrr 
Con. xv. prive you of your father; it now 
ſeemeth good to the ſame unſearch 

| able wiſdom to double your afflic- 
tion: ſubmittherefore in all kumility 
to that diſpenſation, which not the 
, moſt coftly facrifices, nor all tha 
your affection could poſſibly prompt 
you to beſtow, will be able to aver. 
Bur what do I ſay? you my 
perhaps imagine that the proſped 
of death diſquiets me; wheres 
death hath utterly loft its fting; 
you will not I hope fuſpect that 
am unwilling to ſubmit to the wil 
of Providence, all whoſe deſigns 
humbly and reverently adore : par 
don, gracious Lard, the expiring 
efforts of parental affection, which 
overcomes me, in my preſent flat 
of languor and decay, 
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. CONFERENCE XVI. 

ie On the Love of Trvrn. | 

* | 
Mt E ſubject of this evening's Con. XVI. 
. converſation ſhall be that in . 
1 fallible characteriſtic of a generous 
mind, the love of truth. You can- 
not but know, that nothing is more 


deteſtable than falſehood; and that 
whoever deviates from —_— is held 
in utter contempt. 

BE aſſured, my dear children, 
you will no longer be eſteemed, 
than while you ſtrictly adhere to 
truth, The world, corrupt as it 
is, never yet ſpoke of a liar with 
reſpect; it even proteſts againſt 
thoſe flattering compliments-which 
lead us to — — thoſe chat ane 
N. unworthy 


rb 


Con. XVI. unworthy of Praiſe: ſo certain is it 
dat truth is always acceptable, 


invaded with impunity. 


| feRtion-which I profeſs to bear td 


effect of artifice and inſincerity 
to ſee me trifle with truth, and 
be aſſured the contrary is true: 


of ſincereſt love; nor do I think it 


Apvice from Lan of Quality 


and that her rights are never to be 


War would you fay of me, my 
children, i you found that the af- 


wards you, were all diſſembled, 
and that my words were the lan. 
guage of impoſture ? That the 

regret' which I have expreſſed a 
being removed from you, and ſee- 
ing you no more, was merely the 
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Doubtleſs you would be offended 
proſtitute parental affection: but 
each word that I utter is the dictat 
neceſſary to Juſtify: YO" in thit 
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Alas! of what uſe would it Fay N XVI. 
to me to aſſume the character of an 


anxious or afflicted, mother! This 


would be far enough from giving 
vou pleaſure: nor can I have the 


leaſt intereſt in impoſing upon 
you : if I wiſhed to do it, in order 


to make myſelf of ſome conſe- 
quence in the world, death is 


about to remove me from it; and 


| have nothing here below to e 
pett, but the ſtroke it is about to 
give me. FT 

ConsSiGNED in a very * time 


to the regions of eternal ſilence, I 
ſhall neither know what is ſaid, nor 
what is thought of. me: none of 
the concerns of this life will any 
longer affect me, except perhaps 
the love which I bear you; and 


which will then, I hope, be per- 
kted | in endleſs joy, on ſeeing you - 
again 
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Con. XVI. again, received into the regions 
of eternal life. | 


ADVICE from a Lapr of Qparry 


Trar truth, which is fo amiable 
and conſpicuous upon earth, is no 
other than an emanation from him; 
and as it were the image of the 
Deity: and the reaſon why we 
hold it in ſuch. hich eſtimation is, 
becauſe we know that it proceed: 


from heaven: how great is its 


beauty, how clear its light, when 


it penetrates the heart and ſoul 


From the moment of its entrance, 


the mind becomes the feat of 
equity and candour: all writings 
which are deſtitute of truth, are 


calculated only to miſlead; all men 
who diſregard it in their manners or 


diſcourſe, are objects of our pity or 

contempt. 
Ler truth then be the guide of 

your conduct, the firſt principle of 


your 
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your actions, and Lam very indiffer- Con:: _— 


ent about any thing more: you will 


not then ſuffer yourſelves to be ſe- 


duced by evil cuſtoms, or bad com- 


panions: your character will not 


then be marked by diſſim ulation 
and duplicity; your words, and 
looks, and actions will be e 
true. 

You have happily ata thels 
ſtations in life in which truth is 
more particularly indiſpenſable : a 
ſoldier without the ſtrifteſt honour, 
and an eccleſiaſtie without the moſt 
rigid veracity, are men fo truly 
infamous, that they are looked 


upon with indignation. Honeſty 


knows but one kind of language. 
When we have recourſe to equi- 
vocal expreſſions, we no longer de- 


ſerve to be eſteemed ſtrictly honeſt: 
we are not indeed obliged always 
4 gi 


144 Apvicg froma LAby of 'Quatrty 

Con. XVI. to ſpeak all kinds of truth; but 
Fe are never allowed to _ 1 

thing which is not true. | 
IT is becauſe men are too apt to 
loſe ſight - of theſe maxims, that 
the world is full. of flattery and in- 
| ſincerity: you may obſerve. that 
unfortunately there ſeems to be a 
kind of emulation in the art of de- 
ceiving one another; and that al- 
moſt in every company the ſhocking 
_ cuſtom is but too prevalent. of 
praiſing people to their, faces, and 
cenſuring them the moment their 
backs are turned. This ſpecies of 
treachery has always been exceed- 
ingly offenlive to me; - eſpecially 
becauſe the party ſo treated, being 
ablent, is unable to defend himſelt: 
it is cutting a man's throat, without 
allowing him the poſſibility of cry- 

ing out * usch. 
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to her CHILDREN, 


Your father, whoſe example I con. xv. 
always propoſe. to you with ple 


ſure, becauſe I well knew his ex- 
cellent qualities; your father, I ſay, 
had an utter abhorrence of liars and 
evil. ſpeakers: he conſidered them 


25 birds of prey, which only ſeck to 


ſurprize and devour: the liar lays 
his ſnares, the landerer 2 "y_ 
with a dagger. 

O! how amiable- is truth! he 
empire ran parallel with the Golden 
Age: the tongue was then the 
faithful interpreter of the heart; 
then mutual love prevailed, and 
each party expreſſed it without diſ- 
guiſe. The world, as it grows 
old, grows more corrupt; the very 
nature of truth is changed; and 
falſehood too often dwells on the 
lips even of thoſe, who have had 
every advantage of education. What- 
Vor. II. K in 


146 Apvice from a Lany of Quatity 
Coy. XVI. 1n fact are all idle compliments, | 
> bur the art of ſaying agreeable 

things, which mean nothing, and 
of lulling people into an utter 
inſenſibility of their faults? 1 
would by no means have you ti- 
gidly ſevere, but I would never 
have you ſacrifice truth to complai- 
ſance. Truth is an inexhauſtible 
ſpring, from which innumerable 
ſtreams are derived, whoſe purity 
may be defiled many different 
ways. Some depart from it by 
equivocation; ſome by mental 
reſervationsz neither of them re- 
collecting, that to be a lover of 
truth is the greateſt ornament af 
man. 
Sven language, I well knon 
would be incomprehenſible to meer 
courtiers; but I hope I am not 
giving inſtructions to perſons, who 
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zo her CHILDREN, 


are ambitious of that ſort of life. Con, xvl. 
The principles, which I am incul W 


cating, will never lead you thither; 
if they do, my inſtructions muſt 
be ſtrangely miſunderſtood. No- 
thing would affect me more, than 
to know that my children would 
be mean flatterers, capable of de- 
ceiving their maſter, and of betray- 
ing the intereſts of the public. The 
very idea fills me with horror. Not 


heaven, I truſt, will not ſuffer am- 


bicion to take ſuch poſſeſſion of your 
heart, as to lead yau to any unwar- 


tantable exceſs: that you may 


never run into it ſhall be my con- 


ſtant prayer; and your good diſpo- 


ſitions give me cauſe to hope that 
my wiſhes will be accompliſhed. 
Ir you improve in knowlege and 


virtue, as I hope you will, you will 


be ſenſihle of the importance of 


Ms He 
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148 Apvice from a LaDY 9. QUALITY 
Con. XVI. keeping your word, and never con- 
—— tradicting your real ſentiments: 

what is it but to act in two oppoſite 
characters, when we outwardly ap- 
prove what we inwardly condemn? 
| Tr he who is regardleſs of truth 
knew what- he loſes by his want of 
uprightneſs and integrity, he would 
account himſelf unworthy of ſoci- 
cty : it is impoſſible to eſteem ſuch 
a perſon; no one ventures to en- 
truſt him with the moft trifling ſe- 
cret ; and even when he ſpeaks the 
truth, he is not believed. Other 
' vices may be concealed, but falſe- 
hood is almoſt always diſcovered; 
and oftentimes the liar i is eg. 
by himſelf. 
Receive inſtruckion on E 


point from thoſe old officers, whoſe Ml t 
names are an honour to their. pro- t 
5 and you will know ho % e 


regard 


to her CHIIDNENW. 
regard truth as ſhe deſerves. It is Cox. XVI, 
in their ſchool we learn, that: our 


life irſelf is not too dear a price 
to lay down, in her behalf; that 


eſteem is the companion of inte- 
grity; and that every promiſe 


which we make without performing 
it, is an inſtance of falſehood which 
deſerves to be puniſhed. 

Is proportion as I enter more 
deeply into reflections upon death, 
I diſcover how neceſſary it is to re- 


gard truth. No perſon in my ſitu- 


ation can avoid moſt highly reſpect- 
ing her, and renouncing every 
ſpecies of falſehood and diſſimula- 
tion, They may indeed be found 
in books, or in ſociety ; but in the 
eyes of thoſe who ſtand on the 
brink of the grave, they are lighter 


than vanity itſelf. Such perſons 
elteem nothing more than truth. 
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156 Apyice from a Lavy of Quatity 
Con, XVI. Adhere to it, my children, as long 
wy as you live, and the bleſſing of hea- 
ven will reſt upon you: hate evil 
ſpeaking ; and bè as flow to be- 
lieve, as you are backward to utter, 
any thing to another's diſadvantage, 
TrvuTH affords the greateſt de- 
light to a perſon of a liberal mind: 
he finds it in himſelf, and among 
all his friends; becauſe he is con- 
nected' only with ſuch as are pure 
and upright like himſelf. 85 
Ar I have to add is, that if : 
ſingle inſtance of falſehood would 
eſtabliſh your fortune, you ought 
to prefer a life of indigence before 
wealth fo dearly purchaſed. Ho- 
nour and religion unite their in- 
fluence in recommending this love 
of truth; it may not perhaps be 
altogether faſhionable to think and 
act thus; but your lives are not to 
be 
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bs regulated by the dictates 1 Con. XVI, 
— — 


faſhions - 
Tux exertion of my ſpirits in 


converſing with you on theſe in- 
tereſting topics may perhaps haſten 


my death a few days: but what is 


ſuch a loſs to a mother, who would 


freely ſacrifice ages for your good, 
if ſhe had them in her own diſpo- 


ſal? 1 know I can only remain 
upon earth, fo long as I continue 
to live in your hearts; and that 


the way to do this, is to ſtore them 


with my ſentiments. 

REesTRAIN your tears, I beſcech 
you; and let me not ſuffer what is 
worſe than death, by ſeeing you 
overwhelmed with exceſſive grief: 


it is enough for me to die myſelf, 
without ſeeing you in danger of be-. 


ing the victims of immoderate ſor- 


row on my account. It is true you 
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152 Apvice from a LADY of Quality 
Con. XVI. will very ſoon be orphans; but you 
vm be the peculiar objects of the 

divine protection: his providence 
never fails to watch over thoſe, who 
apply to him for fuccour, with an 
honeſt and upright heart. 
I have lived about nine and 
thirty. years; and there have been 
thouſands, whoſe lives would have 
been more uſeful than mine, that 
were not permitted to live near ſo 
long. I ſhould have been too 
happy, if I had lived to ſee yon 
ſettled in the world, and had 
choſen myſelf the part which you 
were deſtined toperform. Gracious 
heaven! whither doth this reflec- 
tion carry me? O! painful affec- 
tion, which adds to the weight of 
my ſufferings, and imbitters the 
dregs of the cup of death ! 
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CONFERENCE xvll. 


On BROTHEZRRLY LOVE. 


3 an hourly apprehen- Con. xvn. 
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ſion of death, I am aſtoniſhed 


to find myſelf again converſing 
with you. Who can leſs reckon 


upon the return of to-morrow, than 


one who 1s already reduced to a 
ſkeleton ? It is the will of heaven, 
that the undue attention, which I 


have formerly paid to this wretched. 


body of mine, ſhould be recom- 
penſed by my being an eye-witneſs 
of its total decay: wherever I turn 
my eyes, I ſee nothing but the ſad 


tokens of my approaching diſſolu- 


tion. 
TRERE 


154 Apvice from a LADY of Quatity 
Cox. XVII, THrtreg are however ſome inſtruc. 
— tions which I yet with to give you; 

and that which I intend for the 
preſent is not one of the leaſt im- 
portant: it relates to the harmony 

which ought to ſubſiſt betwixt you 
all, and without which, you muſt 
never expect any peace or comfort 
in each other. I have therefore 
called you all together, becauſe the 
preſent ſubject of my inſtructions 
equally concerns you all: this union 
only can repair the loſs you will 
ſuſtain by the death of your parents, 
and it will deliver you from a thou» 
ſand inconveniences and embaraſſ- 

ments: . 

ALL families go to decay when 
they are diſtracted by law-ſuits: 
they are torn aſunder, they devour 
each other, they mutually wiſheach 
other's ruin: where a cordial affec- 
tion 
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to her CHILDREN. 


tion does not ſubſiſt, there is no- Cov. xvir.. 
thing but confuſion : I have ſeen 


the greateſt families reduced by 
this to the loweſt indigence: a 
wretched ſelf. intereſted ſpirit had 
ſowed tares in the heart of each in- 
dividual belonging to them. 

Ir is covetouſneſs which em- 
broils the neareſt relations; for the 
ſake of a little pelf, men are con- 
tented to break the bonds of con- 
ſanguinity and friendſhip; whereas 
the treaſures of the whole univerſe 
are not worthy to be compared with 
the happineſs of living in peace 
and unity. Alas! poor mortals 
of a day, how ſolicitous are they 


about their earthly concerns, as if 
they were to dwell upon the earth 
for ever. 2— 5 
Wirn what deep concern ſhould 
| be filled, if J forcſaw that my 
property 
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Apvice from a LADY T Quarry 


Cox. xvn. property could poſſibly be the oc- 
GA cafion of ftrife betwixt you? 1 


ſhould in that caſe wiſh with all my 
heart, to have no other inheritance 
to leave you, but peace and virtue; 
but I flatter myſelf, meum & tuun, 
that wretched diſtinction which fo 
often ſeparates chief friends, will 
never be allowed to interrupt your 
friendſhip. Nothing ought to be ſo 
inviolably united as brotherly love. 
SpRumo from the ſame parents, 
brothers naturally contract the moſt 
intimate union from their very 
birth : this friendſhip often grows 
up amidſt their exerciſes and their 


ſports; and increaſes, as their hearts 
_ unfold themſelves, and their affec- 


tions are enlarged : -an huſband has 
not always known his wife; often- 
times indeed he knows little or no- 


_ of her before marriage: but 


brothers 
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to ber CHILDREN. 


fame cradle, the ſame examples, the 
fame inſtructions, and have lived 


in the ſame way; ſo that they are 


doubly to blame, if any matter of 
intereſt is ſuffered to divide them. 
The more inducements we have to 
live in union, the more clearly do 


we demonſtrate the evil diſpoſition 


of our hearts, when we give the 
leaſt encouragement to difſenſion. 

Ir ever you ſhould be tempted 
to diſagree with each other, you 
will do well to eſtimate, what it 
would coſt you to ſupport your ani- 
moſity, thro' the forms of a tedious 
and expenſive law-ſuit; and I will 
anſwer for it, that you will never be 
induced to carry matters to this 
cruel extremity. Alas! the voice 
of conſanguinity is not ſuppreſſed 


with impunity : ſhe always main- 
, | tains. 


WE, - 
brothers and ſiſters have had the Con, XVII 


158 Apvics from a Lavy of fiery 


Gon-XVII- tains her rights, and a generous 
mind can never forget them, with- 
out doing the utmoſt vialaben. to 
itſelf. | 
I have ever obſerved with the 

utmoſt ſatisfaction and delight your 
affectionate diſpoſition towards each 
other; and I am perſuaded that the 
harmony which hath hitherto pre. 
vailed betwixt you has been as 
much the effect of congenial ſen- | 
timents, as of your own good ſenſe. 
F thank heaven for it, and I ear- 
neſtly beſeech you to preſerve this 
concord uninterrupted, Remem- 
ber, that if it is conducive to your 
preſent advantage to be united, it 
will not leſs contribute to your 
future ſatisfaction; the longer ſuch 
an union continues, the firmer it 
- will become, and the more ſenſible 
you will be of the bleſſings which 
attend it, | Aras 
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ALas! how many unhappy. fa- W XVI 


milies are there, who, having 
broken the bonds of friendſhip, are 
reſtrained, by a falſe ſhame, from 
mutual conceſſigns, for the ſake of 
reſtoring peace ? ſelf-intereſt muſt 
have a ſtrange aſcendancy over our 
hearts, before the early impreſſions 
of love and friendſhip can be tho» 
roughly effaced, ſo as to cool our 
affections towards: thoſe whom we 
once cordially loyed. 
I declare to you, I feel in my 
heart ſo many reaſons for the 
love of a brother, that it does nat 
appear to me poſſible to entertain 


any ſentiment like averſion towards 


him: if I am miſtaken, 1 hope you 


will always be in the ſame error 


with myſelf. 

O! if you once taſte the plea- 
fure of an intimate union with 
. each 
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Apvice from a LADY of QuAL1TY 


Con. XVII each other, nothing can be equal to 
83 your ſatisfaction; your harveſts 


will be crowned with peace; your 
property will be in a manner com- 
mon; there will be only one heart 


and one ſoul betwixt you. We 


deſpiſe brothers who quarrel with 
one another; and chicanery em- 
ploys all her arts to ruin 'them 
both. | 

VIX ru is only to be found in 
the regions of peace and love: 
every kingdom divided againſt it- 
ſelf will be brought to deſolation. 
Rather give up a portion of your 
goods, than forfeit the bleſſings of 
peace: this example was ſet you 


by your father; he choſe rather to 


recede from his juſt rights, than to 
engage in a law-ſuit with his near 
relations; ſuch conduct is highly 
worthy of your imitation, 


W. 
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Wr are all ready enough to be- Con. * . 
wail the diſmal effects of thoſe wars, | 
which, for the ſake of an acceſſion of 
territories, plunge whole nations 
into the depths of miſery and 
deſtruction; and yet for a few 
yards of land we perſecute each 
other without remorſe; can there 
bea greater inconſiſtency than this! 

Tax world ' abounds with per- 

y ſons, who, inheriting the eſtates of 
their friends, neglect to diſcharge 
the moſt ſacred duties, in order ta 
eratify their boundleſs deſires: 
the departed friend is ho ſooner in- 
terred, than they ſeize on his effects 
with the utmoſt eagerneſs, and in- 
fiſt on the privilege of plundefing 
his houſe. , Could I think you ca- =_ 
pable of ſuch rapacity, I would | f 
rather wiſh that you ſhould take 
poſſeſſion of every thing I have, 

Vox. II. — while 
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Con. XV while I live, than diſhonour both 


yourſelves and me by quarrels after 
my death. My riches are your's; 
and I ſhould really be pleaſed to 


have you make an immediate di. 


viſion of them among yourſelves: 
I ſhall want very little for the ſhort 
time I have to hve. 


Taz is ſomething horrible in 
the love of money : it breaks the 


| ſtrongeſt ties; it is utterly regard- 


leſs of the cries of the wretched ; it 
deſpiſes the cenſures of the world; i 
leads us into the greateſt crimes, 
When we thirſt after riches, ve 
deſpiſe virtue as a thing of nought; 
even the ſoul itſelf is diſregarded 
when this paſſion is predominant; 
hence ſo many eſtates indirectly oh 


tained! hence fo many inſtances of 

inhumanity to the diſtreſſed! ! 
Bur what 1 is a palace, however 
brilliant, in which there is neither 
| peace 
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peace nor virtue? it is the ſeat of co . 


tumult and wickedneſs in the eye 
of reaſon: how much better is it to 
dwell in an humble cottage, and 
enjoy the bleffings of COore and 
tranquility ! 8 

Tux riches, which we dene 
diſhoneſt means, are ſeldom of a 


long duration: heaven oftentimes, 


no doubt as a puniſhment for rhe 
poſſeſſors, caufeth them to 

away like a vapour: every inert. 
tance becomes in ſome ſort unlaw- 
ful, when we only poſſefs it dy dir. 
ſolving the ties of fleſh and blood. 

I thank God, that covetouſneſt 
never took poſſeſſion of my heart; 
I always conſidered that vice, as the 
portion of a baſe mind. If your 
ſentiments are not fordid, your will 
think the ſame: the love of your 


relations will _ in your * 
L 2 | 
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cen. xvir. far preferable to all the treaſures in 


Apvice from a LADY of QuaLirty 


the world; and you will never 
think yourſelves truly rich, but 
when thoſe who are neareſt allied u 
you are your beſt friends. What: Ml - 
comfort is it to live in the midſt f , 
thoſe of our own family, withou Ml - 
diſcord, without miſtruſt, and tobe b 
able to find within the circle of our 


own relations all the aſſiſtance we te 


might be filled My wiſdom and 


ſtand in need of ? This indeed de- 
ſerves the name of true happineſs 

Wrar can I do more, my dex 
children, to inſpire you with the 
love of unity and peace, except it 
be to deſire you will approach the 
couch, onwhich you ſee your mother 
almoſt expiring ? In this very room 
it was, that I implored the merg 
of heaven towards you, the moment 
you were born; that your ſoul 


benevolence; 


n be. OmU 


3 


direct your eyes, that you may in- 
ceſſantly recall the powerful mo- 


ready to witneſs againſt you, if you 
ſhould ever preſume to violate the 
bands of fraternal affection. 


TEN 2 8 K 8 
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ly to the kind attention of your 
brothers, who, I truſt, will pity 
the dangerous ſituation of your ten- 
der youth, and always continue in- 
violably attached to you: and do 
you, on your part, never forget, 
that your happineſs will entirely 


ſhip. Reject with ſcorn the advice 
of ſuch, as would — But I muſt 
ceaſe; a cloud this moment over- 
preads me, which darkens both my. 

— 2 L 3 viſual 
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tives, which ought to unite you to 
each other. Conſider theſe walls as 


As for you, my beloved daugh-- 
ter, I recommend you moſt earneſt- 


conſiſt in cultivating their friend- 


benevolence ; and hither muſt you con. XVII. 
— — 


168, Apvick from a LADY Quality 
cor. xvn. viſual and intellectual ſight z adieu! 

my anxiety for you will prove 
more fatal to me, than the diſeaſe, 
under which I labour: it urges me 
to ſpeak, at a time when the extre- 
mity of my weakneſs will not ſuffer 
me to proceed! What a ſtruggle 
betwixt them both! 
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CONFERENCE XVIII. 


On Rtricion. 


is too precious, to be paſſed 
over by me, without employing it 
in diſcourſing with you on the ſub- 
ject of religion; in explaining to 
you what it is, and what are the de- 
mands which it makes upon you. 


Tam thankful for that meaſure of 
divine knowlege which hath taught 


me, that nothing can equal the hap- 


pineſs of being engaged in the ſer- 


vice of God. Be affured, you will 

never be happy, but while you live 

in obedience to his laws. | 
1 Al 


by 


A ay in my preſent weak ſtate Cov. xv1n, . 


Cox. XVIII. 
9 hitherto given you, would be very 


| Apvics from a LADY of QUaLITY 
ALL the inſtructions which I have 


defective indeed, if they did not 
lead you to Chriſtianity. An honeſt 
and an amiable man are only 
ſketches of virtue : religion muſt 
fill up and finiſh the picture. 

I will not enter upon a diſcuſſion 
of the ſeveral. kinds of religious 
worſhip: it is ſufficient to ſay, that 
we believe Chriſtianity to be eſta- 
bliſhed on the foundation of reaſon, 


ſcripture, and truth; and that they, 


who have preſumed to level their 
attacks againſt it, are ſcattered. as the 
duſt before the wind. This is a 
fact which hiſtory will ſufficiently 
atteſt, and of the truth of which 
you will be thoroughly convinced, 
if you read it with attention: it is 
only the — of our paſſions 

which 


6. 
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which blinds our ſight 1 in this mat- Con. XVII, 
— 


ter. 
I never knew a man of 4 virtue 


decry religion; men only attac k its 


precepts and inſtructions, becauſe it 


preſcribes mortification and ſelf- 
denial. The libertine condemns 


religion only to revenge himſelf on 
it for the reſtraints which it lays up- 
on him: he is like a man who, hav- 
ing been caſt in a law- ſuit, endea- 
vours to defend himſelf, by accu- 
ing his judges of partiality and ini- 
quity. 

Ir ever you liſten to ſuch people, 
or read their idle objections to 
the truth, you are undone : your 
hearts will ſoon be corrupted; 


like the heart of that fool up- 
on ſacred record, who preſum- 


ed to ſay in it, There is no 
God.” We begin with liſtening tg 
blaſphemy, 


Apvice from a LAY of QuaLITY | 
Cor XVILL blaſphemy, and we finiſh with ut 
— 


tering it ourſelves. 

Wnrn I am tormented with 
frightful apprehenſions on this ſub- 
ject, my comfort is, that you have 
had the bleſſing of a Chriſtian edu- 
cation; I recall to my remembrance 
_ thoſe holy ſacraments, whereby you 
have been initiated and ſtrength- 
ened; thoſe inſtructions by which 
you have ſo often engaged yout- 
ſelves to ſerve your God with fide- 
lity. All theſe conſiderations fill 

me with a confident aſſurance, that 
my children will continue faithful 
members of the church in which 
they were born and educated, and 
never diſhonour her by an immoral 
or irreligious conduct. 

IND EED if I had any doubts in 
this matter, I ſhould weep inceſ- 


Ine _ for you; my ſoul would be 


caſt 
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caſt down with the moſt horrible cor. XV. 
inquietude, and I ſhould be ready to 
curſe the very day in which I 


brought you into the world. I 
ſhould no longer be a mother, moſt 
tenderly attached to her children, 


but a wretched woman, ' that had 
given them up, to vindicate the ho- 


nour of God. Oh! how infinitely 


are both you and myſelf indebted 


to Him ! how wonderfully doth He 
vouchſafe to comfort and ſuppert 
even me, who am but duſt and 
aſhes. How, good heavens! can 
| ſufficiently acknowlege this great 
mercy! 


Ir is the Chriſtian religion alone, 


which intimately unites us with the 


Deity. While we walk under the 
direction of her light, we are in no 


danger of loſing our way; we find 
her preſent in all our neceſſities; 


ſhe 
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172 Apvics from Laby of Quatity 
Cox. XVIII ſhe' never forſakes us in any of our 
N diſtrefles; ſhe makes us amends for 


all the loſſes we ſuſtain ; ſhe attends 
us even tothe grave; in her boſom 

we live, in her arms we expire. 
ReL1c1on ſanctifies our actions, 
and furniſhes the ſoul with infinite 
conſolation, by ſetting before it 
the hope of an everlaſting re- 
compence. In what deep diſtreſs 
ſhould I now be involved, if, being 
about to loſe you, whom I love a 
thouſand times more than myſelf, 
I had no refource in the treaſures 
of heaven! a fatal deſpair would 
ſeize upon my ſoul ; I ſhould ſink 
into the horrors of annihilation, and 
ſhould expire full of rage and fury. 
BuT, O my God, the confidence 
which I have, that I ſhall ſee and 
enjoy Thee, calms my grief, and 
aſſures me that in Thee I have what 
. is 
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is much more precious to me than Sen. XVII. 


the whole univerſe, even more than 
my children themſelves, though ſo 


exceedingly dear to me. 


Tnus it is that our holy alien 
flies to our ſuccour in the midſt of 
evils ; the more afflictive they are, 
the more abundant are her conſola- 
tions. How happy will you be if 
you obſerve her maxims! nothing 
can then hurt or trouble you. You 
will perceive the hand of God in 
every occurrence of your life, how- 
ever trivial in appearance: you will 
acknowlege his wiſdom in every 
leaf that ſhooteth, in every inſect 
that - creepeth, in every grain of 
duſt, that you tread under your 


feet. You-will know. that He is 


the author of life and death, that 
He directs our thoughts, liſtens to 
our ſighs, enables us to behold and 
to declare the wonders of his provi- 


| dence, How 
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Der. . How many days, alas! have ! 


paſſed without refleting on theſe 
truths! The world is a ſtream, 
which always carries us away far 
from God and from ourſelves, 

Ix the eyes of the man of this 
world, religion i is a mere engine of 
ſtate policy: the wit treats it as a 
fable; but to him who liſtens to 
its dictates, and learns from it to 
renounce his paſſions, it is no other 
than truth itſelf. Conſider it as your 
duty to become acquainted with 
religion; the fears nothing, except 
that men ſhould be 1 ignorant of her 
excellence. 

In vain hath impoſture Pagen 
Chriſtianity in the falſeſt co- 
lours; it cannot name a ſingle er⸗ 
ror, which ſhe approves; or point 
out a fingle truth, which ſhe con- 


demns; nor can an inſtance be pro- 
duced 


to ber CuUllLDAREN. 


175 


duced of any one who ever re- Cen. AV. 


pented of being a Chriſtian, Self. 
reproach is the portion only of thoſe 
perverſe men who ſcoff at religion: 
ſcarce doth, a fit of ficknels ſeize 
them, but they ſmite upon their 
breaſts in deſpair, and bewail their 
impiety. The moment of death 
is that of truth: if religion would 
tolerate vice, they who are now her 
bittereſt adverſaries would repre» 
ſent her as lovely, and delightful, 
and earneſlly eſpquſe her cauſe. _ 

I need not tell you, that it is not 


neceſſary to practice works of piety, 


in order to perfect the character of 
an honeſt man; it is ſufficient for 
this purpoſe merely to abſtain from 
injuring your neighbour : but ho- 
neſty is always in danger of being 
loſt, when it is not ſupported by 


religion, When we do not admit 


into 


Con. XVII into our ſyſtem a Deity, who takes 


Abvrer from u Lavy of Quatiry 


cognirance of our actions, and who 
will either reward or puniſh us, we 
| live like brute creatures; we give 
the reins to our luſts in every action, 
which we hope will eſcape the eyes 
of men. 

OnLy obſerve thoſe unbelievers, 
who live without faith and hope: 
attend a little to their words and 
actions: their ſyſtem of morality 
is abominable; and if their man- 
ners are corrupt,' this is only a 
neceſſary conſequence. The fear 
of man is not a ſufficient bridle to 
reſtrain us; it may ſometimes hin- 
der evil actions; but it lays no re- 
ſtraint on evil defires.: 
IxRELIOION leads to all kinds 
_ exceſs: in her eſtimation the moſt 
horrid crimes are ſoftened into gal 
1 z and the ſoul itſelf, O! hot- 

rible 
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rible imagination! that ſoul, which Cen- XVII. 
was created in the image of God, — 


is only a particle of matter, which 
death is about to annihilate! See 
to what height this new philoſophy 
raiſes us! you cannot conliger it 
without horror. 


Is it poſſible, Lord, that my 
mind ſhould be filled with ſuch ex- 


alted ideas of thy perfections, with 
ſo ardent a deſire of being for ever 
united to thee; and that. after all, 


my lot ſnould be that of a crawling 


inſect? Is it poſſible, that religion, 


the practice whereof is ſo holy; 


whoſe outward appearance is ſo 
amiable ; which has filled me with 
ſo much comfort; which inſpires 
me with ſo much reſolution in the 
midſt of my ſorrows and afflictions ; 
is it poſſible, that ſuch a religion 


an be a mere alluſion and chi- 


178  Apvics from a LAY Qvatiry 
Cox XVIN. mæra! Away with ſuch deceitful 
—— dreams! My fleſh may decay, and 

my tomb open itſelf to receive me; 
but I foreſee a never-ending life 
awaits me; and the God, whom! 
adore, will crown me with unſpeaka- 
ble joy, if I am ſo happy as to de- 
part this life in his fear and love. 
Ol my dear children, this idea 
already fills my foul with tranſpon; 
methinks I already fee time end, 
and eternity But ſuffer me 4 
moment to give up my whole a 
tention to © this ſublime ſubject; 
ſuffer me for a while to forget tie 
world, and to think only of heaven. 
Hex the lady continued loſt for 
ſome time in the depth of her re- 
flections; but afterwards recovering 
herſelf, ſhe reſumed her diſcourſe. 
 NaTvre has certainly made you 
more dear to me than any other 
212 5 cCtcestute 
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gion is an additional tie of affeQion, 
by which you are ſtill more ſtrongly 


united to me. When J. reſſect on 


our [allapce by. cqnlanguinity, 1 
conſider you as children faſhioned 


and formed within me, gf whom 


death will very ſoon deprive me: 


but, by che light of faith, I behold 


you, as children ſtamped with the 
image of God himſelf, and deſtined 
to __ with me for ever in the re- 
gions of eternal happineſs. 


W:rgour ſuch ideas as theſe, ſo 


capable of raiſing and comforting 
the ſoul, a mother knows nothing 
ſuperior to that ſort f fondneſs 


which the brute creature ſhews to- 


wards its young: affedion, which is 


merely earthly, is nothing ad 


than pure inſtinct: whereas. religion 


purifies . 2 and Sine 3 


creatine. in this Wonld: hut Reli- far 
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Cox. XVII a continuance which will never URS 

an end. 

' Leann hence, my clogs childres, 
that whatever you do without hay- 
ing heaven in your view, will 'be 
always mean and unworthy. . Earth. 
has not a point, on which an im- 
mortal being can reſt : whatever it 
has to offer, muſt needs periſh with 
it; and whatſoever . is as 
nothing. 

Wurn a ſoldier is choroughl 

perſutded of this truth, he is 2 
thouſand times a better officer for 
it. He does not wait to be ſeen 
by men, in order to acquit himſelf 
with valour : he knows that he is 
feen of God, and that is ſufficient 

for him, A true Chriſtian is ne- 
ver faint-hearted, when he is doing 
his duty: he is perſuaded that re- 
ligion has placed him in 3 
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that ſhe requires him to die for his Cow: xm 


King and country, and he is always 
prepared to obey her commands. 
ALL my comfort, amidſt the ra- 
vages which infidelity is making, 
is, that you are of ſuch rank, as 
only to aſſociate with perſons of qua- 
lity. Liberal minds ſeldom proteſt 
openly againſt religion: it is only 
in the company of low perſons, or 
thoſe who have had no proper edu- 
cation, that impious converſation 

prevails. 

Goop God | what pleaſure can a 
Chriſtian find in ridiculing the ſa- 
cred truths of Chriſtianity ? ? what 
credit can he gain in reviling the 
religion of his fathers, in which he 
lives, and in which he expects to 
die? We admire thoſe letters, in 
which the Jew; the Turk, the Per- 
lan 2 of the worſhip of their 
"MY reſpective 


182 Apvice un Day If Qbarrty 


cn. XVIIL reſpe&ive deities; with tranfport 
and enthufiaſtic reverence j and dg 
we ridicule a work, on the authority 
of which the Chriſtian's faith ſtands 
ſupported ! what an inconſiſtency 
what wicked abfurdity ! 

OI my dear children: if you 
could look into my foul, you would 
ſee that all my ambition is, that you 
ſhould render unto God the things 
which are God's; that you ſhould 
obferve his law, refpe& this mi- 
niſters, nor tamely ſuffer wicked 
raillery to be levelled aghinft any 
thing which relates to divine wor- 
ſhip. The leaſt pleaſantry upon 
ſo ſacred a ſuhject, is almoſt _ 

blaſphemy. 
| Warznezvek you approach 25 
near to tlie end of your life as I um 
at this time, you will, I hope, have 
As us Uvely a ente vf lar awful Deity, 


which 
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vhich we are too apt to forget i in can, XVI, 
the days of health, and in the vigou => 
of life: his juſtice on one ſide, and 
his mercy on the other, will then 
engage all your thoughts, and all 
your admiration. 5 
| WHENEVER you Can truly fay 
| you fear nothing but God, yay 
| *r conſider the approach of death. 
| only as an entrance on a ſtate f 
| happineſs. A life full of crimes, 
and even a life that has been un- 
profitably ſpent, is a dreadful ob- 
ject to the eyes af a Chriſtian at the 
point of death. But obſerye, that 
the piety, which I am at preſent re- 
commending to you, is only ſuch 
as is manly, rational, and ſolid; 
founded on the authority af the 
goſpel, and recommended and in- 
forced by the Chriſtian church, in 


ee, age and nation, in which 
M4 Chriſtianity | 


ADvICE from a Lavy of Quatrry 


Con. XVII. Chriſtianity is known. Superſti. 
— — 


tion never yet made a good Chriſ- 
tian. It only expoſes religion to 
contempt, to make it conſiſt in 
thoſe frivolous ceremonies, which 
true piety diſclaims. | 

O! If I had but the knowlege 
of thoſe great and holy men, whoſe 
names we juſtly venerate ! I would 
paint true religion to my chil- 
dren in colours the moſt lively, 
and repreſent it in terms the moſt 
endearing that can be conceived: 
I would ſhew them that the beau - 
teous firmament itſelf, is but a 
faint image of the ſpiritual purity 
of religion; and that the ſoul, 
which it enlightens, is far ſuperior 
to the material heayens, O thou 
ſpirit of truth ! deſcend into the 
hearts of my children; convincing 
them ſo thoroughly of the _ 

8 | | 
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of the world, that they may be at- con. xvnr. 


tached to Thee alone! I would ra- 
ther wiſh they ſhould expire in my 
preſence, than that they ſhould ever 
renounce their religion: Ir is their 
happineſs to be born within its in- 
fluence : their anceſtors were firm 
believers of the truths of Chriſtia- 
nity ; and with my lateſt breath I 
pray, that, above all other riches, 
they may poſſeſs the ineftimable 
treaſures of ſubſtantial piety. 
Excusz, my dear children, the 
Irregularity of this conference: my 
language is the effuſion of a heart, 


which utters its ſentiments in a de- 


ſulrory manner. The deſire I have 
of ſaying a thouſand things at the 
ſame time, creates a confuſion of 
ideas, and this deſire terminates 
only in weak endeavours. '' 
InDdezp I have the moſt dreadful 


conflicts within myſelf: my wo 
| tho 
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Cox. XVII. tho* little better than an empty 


=> ſhadow, ſwallows up my ſoul, and 


abaſeth it to the earth; it gives 
me no other proof of its exiſtence 
than my ſufferings; the pains 1 feel 
have an influence on every thought 
and expreſſion. But I comfort 
myſelf by refleCting that this ſtate 
is only a paſſage to a better ; and 
that the hour is at hand, when my 
gracigus God will receive me into 
the arms of his mercy. How dear 
to me is that religion which preſents 
ſuch happineſs to my view! What 
an enemy to his own peace is the 
man, who would diſcard his beſt 
friend, his ſupreme conſolation in 
this world! OP 
War I have ſaid to you on this 
important topic deſerves to be 
made the ſubject of your moſt ſe- 
rious reflections; as well becauſe 
| 1 


1 ber Chitonen, © iy 
it is the language of truth itſelf, as co/tven. 
becauſe it 1s the exhortation of a 
dying parent. How rheanly would 
you think of me, if I were fo re- 
gardlets of your fn/t concern, as, 
in theſe my laſt moments, to exhort 
you to becareful only to fecure the 
bleſſings of the prefent life. The 
ſight of my pallid countenance, 
which is the very image of death; 
would ſhew you, that I ſhould be 
equally weak and wicked in wiſhing 
to deceive you, and that the world; 

with all its charms, is in reality 
nothing more than a dream which 
deceives us, and which 'paſſes away 
with incredible rapidity. 

RE Aso alone will convince you 
that there is nothing but God and 
his religion, the continuance where- 
of we can enſure; and that every 

ting has an * * the domi 
nion 
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Con. XVIN. nion of virtue. Good heavens! 
in what a ſituation ſhould I find 

myſelf, if I had only reckoned 

upon this mortal life; if all my 
happineſs had centered within the 

circle of a few years! I ſhould ſee 
nothing before me but annihilation, 

or ſomething yet more terrible: 

but, by the help of religion, my 

mind is raifed up to God; and from 

the manſions of the grave I per- 

ceive a light ariſing, diffuſed by the 

| mercy of that God, whoſe good- 

neſs is the ſource of my delight. 

This is my conſolation, and that of 

every Chriſtian : this alſo, my dear 
children, will be your comfort, if 

you faithfully obſerve the divine 


commandments. _ 
You are by no means left at li- 


berty to follow the dictates of your 


own n paſſions, or to walk in the 
| paths 


»- = „ | „ 
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which you have received, the ad- 


vice of your father juſt before his 


death, and my admonitions under 
the ſame circumſtances, make you. 
accountable for your conduct to 
your country, and to all mankind. 


They will liſten to you, they will 


watch you, and if your behaviour 
is unſuitable to the advantages, 
with which you have been diſtin- 
guiſhed, you will be univerſally 
deſpiſed. 


Tus it is that the world itſelf 


can take its revenge of you; and, 
indifferent as it may appear about 
religion, it will always be ready to 


take her part againſt you. Every 


one will be ready to cry out, how 
is it poſſible that perſons ſo virtu-: 
ouſly educated ſhould give them» 


ſelves up to ſuch. licentiouſneſs, 
ſurely 


paths of unbelief. The education em. 
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con. xviij. ſurely their hearts muſt be. more 
— than ordinariſy corrupt. 
Bur you will not I hope "ey | 
rained altogether by. this conſi 
deration; an earneſt deſire to pleaſe 
God, and not to degenerate from 
the honour of your anceſtors, will, 
I truſt, engage you to perſevere in 
the practice of your duty... 

Tov have too juſt a ſenſe of this, 

to forget him who hath made you.; 
or to neglect to offer him, every 
morning and evening of your lives, 
the tribute of adoration and love; 
or to forſake the aſſemblies of thoſe 
holy perſons, who never fail to im- 
plore the aſſiſtance of heaven. It is 
only by debaſing ourſelves to a level 
with the brute creation, that we 
loſe the idea of God. How can 
we forget him, in whom we live, 
and by whom we have our being? 
How 
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How can we fail todelightinthe ſer: 0ancXviall. 
vice of him, who is the author and wn 


fountain of all our honour and hap- 
pineſs? How richly do they deſerve 


the name of fools, who are regard- 


leſs of the worſhip of God, and 
who affect to dap the ordinances 


of religion. 

I am not afraid that you will he 
prejudiced againſt the true religion, 
by being told, that it abounds with 
incomprehenſible myſteries : com · 
mon ſenſe will inform any one, that 
an infinite Being is a fathomleſs 
abyſs; and that his nature is un- 
ſearchable. But I fear leſt your 
paſſions ſhould ſeduce you: theſe 
only can perſuade you to believe 
that Chriſtianity is not the work of 
God. 

Bor let us draw the veil over an 
event, the yery paſſibility of whick 
8 is 


192 Apvice froma Lapvyef. Quality 
2 ſo dreadful: I had much rather 
perſuade myſelf that like your 
forefathers, you will live in the 
fear of God; and that, like them, 

you will die in an humble hope of 
being admitted into his bleſſed pre- 
ſence. If you waited only for my 
death, before you declared in fa · 
vour of infidelity, alas! how lit- 

tle would you gain by it! Will not 
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your heart be equally open to that | 
God who ſeeth you now, when. 
A am removed out of ypur ſight? It | 
4 is he, and not ſuch a poor worm of 
9 the earth as I am, that you ought 1 
to regard; that Being who is mer- | 
b ciful to the good, but terrible 
be the ungodly. 
L O] how adn _ the idea. of 
bf his juſtice affrighted me ! Even at 
i this time, when I have a deep ſenſe 1 
5 of 5 mercy impreſſed rn 1 


5 1 | 4] 
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mind, the thoughts of my diſſolu- Cox: 


tion, and circumſtances which Will 


attend it, malte me afraid: the pro- 


fuſion of tears, which my friends 
will ſhed, the ſolemn proceſſion, the 
profound reſpe& of my attendants, 
all ſerve to fill my weakened mind 
with. awful apprehenſions. One 
while 1 ſee nothing but the Ma- 
jeſty of the living God, and the 
inſignificance of the creature, which 
he is about to ſaerifice: at another 
time, with moſt dutiful ſubmiſſion 
Fawait the blow, which ſnall reduce 


me to my original duff, as a.tri- 


bute- due to his r _ 
jeſty. 

How wonderfut will be the a: 
ſtantaneous change in our ideas 
how far beyond the power of fea- 


ſon to comprehend ! it ſtands aſto- 


niſned at the view · of that immen- 
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©ov-KVIB. ſity into which I am about to en- 
ter! yet a moment—— and God 
alone will either fill me with His 
glory, or overwhelm me with the 
terrors of His juſtice. What an al 
teration | all the kings in the uni. 
verſe muſt experience the ſame fate. 
I.rx is not the terror of the grave, 
nor the horrible corruption which 
this body of mine is about to ex- 
perience, nor that eternal oblivion 
to which I ſhall be conGgned, 
which affrights me; but chat ge. 
world, wkich I fee only as through 
2 glaſs darkly, and of which ve 
only know any thing, when we are 
dying; that ſtrange land, to which 
all generations are deſtined to go, 
and from which no gne is e! 
to return. 
Tuts, my * Sinn jak 
great object which ought to eng 
* ya 
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l the « renown hich Yoriy acquire —— 
; in arms, or the rank to which = 
may be advanced ar court. | 

, As for your other, while you 
* are alt of you deeply engaged in the 
. tumule of workdly affairs,” : ſhe per- 
1 haps bar why, gracious Lord, 
h ſhould I diſquiet myſelf with uncer- 
- WH tainty? I cannot be ignorant that 
Thy mercies are infinite ; and thar 
heaven is open for the admiſſion. of 
all who ſincerely love and truſt i in 
Thee. 

O! my children! the desreſt 
objects of my affection, it is to God 
himſelf. that I recommend you: 15 
His providence will guard your 
youth: it extends itſelf even to the 
moſt inconſiderable part of the cre- 
ation. His love towards you will 
ſupply the Joss of your — 

5 N 2 which 
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eon. XVIIL which are now no more, No one 
can be fo much youfTather,"as He 

is: you will find Him to be ſuch, 
while you live; you will alſo ex- 
perience His mercy in the hour of 
death : He is every where preſent; 
and on all occaſions : but He will 


be no longer your's, if ever 225 * 
ſake Him. POR | 
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CONFERENCE Xx. 
On the Vanity of the World. 


OR three weeks this exem- Cov. X1X. 
plary lady had found herſelf 
ſomewhat better; at the end of 
which her appetite failed her, all 
at once ; this, together with her 
loſs of ſleep, reduced her to the 
loweſt flate of weakneſs imagina- 
ble : yet ſhe wiſhed to have one 
other opportunity of converſing 
with her children; tho' the in- 
ſtructions which ſhe had already 
given them were ſo full, as to 
leave hardly any thing that was ne- 
ceflary, unſaid. | 


NZ Tur 
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Con, xx. Tyr extreme weakneſs of my 
| — 


preſent ſtate, lays ſhe, affords me 
an-occaſion of ſpeaking. to you on 


_ the. vanity of all \things in this 


world: look at me with attention: 
ſee how dim my eyes appear; how 


emaciated my perſon, and what 


poſſeſſion death has already taken 


of me: this was the woman, that 


appeared not long ago with ſuch 
_ eclat; that was celebrated for her 


amiable qualities, as well as for her 
ra accompliſhments. Here 
are only the remains of what {he 
vas a meer ſhadow—a nothing. 
Tuis ſituation has rendered me 
much more of a philoſopher, than 


all the books that were ever writ- 
ten on the ſubject could have done: 
alas! whilſt I ſuffer, and even am 
dying by degrees, I have ſeen all 
thoſe objects gradually loſe their 


vile which my imegination raiſed 
far 


to. br ni 199: 


far above their real worth · Plea. Cond m. 
ſures now appear to me only as mere OE NN IT 
illuſions, and honours as an empty. 
vapour. Truth ſeems every day 
to take me by the hand, and ſhew 
me the vanity of this world, and 
the emptineſs of every ching ney 
it poſſeſſeth. 

Tu fame effect is based in 
me, which the autumn every year 
exhibits to our view: juſt as we 
then fee the beauties of nature 
gradually difappear, I have ſeen 
the grandeur of this world dimj- 
niſhed, irs moſt valuable poſſeſ- 
ſions debaſed, and all its ornaments 
ſtript off, as leaves from the trees 
by the winter's blaſſt. 

Farss appearances cabs" wb 
eyes while we enjoy perfect health; 
N. thing then bewitches us k 


—. xIx. tion; but ſcarce hath a fit of ſick- 


Apvicg from 6 LApy F QUaLITY 


-- neſs ſeized us, but. truth diſpels the 
Chain, and recalls us to ourſelves, 
leaving us to behold nothing but a 
veil of darkneſs drawn over all that 
heretofore excited our admiration. 

Ix proportion as I draw nearer to 
my grave, the horizon grows 
darker; and thoſe entertainments, 
which once enchanted me, thoſe 
balls which charmed me, thoſe af- 
ſemblies which intoxicated my 


mind and my ſenſes, ſeem only 


Es of which I have been the 
dupe, which, on a moment $ rellevs 
tion diſappear. _ 

Ir is wonderful to * bs — 


an indifference for life a tedious 
illneſs gives us: how it detaches us 
from thoſe falſe pleaſures, which, 
haye no other reality in them, than 
the remorſe and wearineſs which, 
fy occaſion, - Providence almoſt 
always 


+ 
4 
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| dens interpoſes itſelf to under ch xxx. 

ceive us; and to convince us, that * 
in Him alone all our admiration and 
all our reſearches ought to center. 
Covip you have thought, my 
dear children, that I ſhould, in the 
ſpace of a -few months, become an 
object ſo different from myſelf ;; 
an emblem of all human miſeries, 
and even a frightful ſpectre ! per- 
haps, indeed, you have not courage 
enough to behold me: at leaft, 
look beyond thoſe ſhadows of 
death, which ſurreund me; dwell 
not on thoſe melancholy objects 
which offend the ſight ; but amidſt 
' thoſe dad ruins, which my body 
has undergone, ſeparate that heart. 
which is ſtill entire, and loves you 
with inexpreſſible tenderneſs ; that 
alone has not yet felt the ravages, 
of death; but alas; 5 like the 
wretched ſkeleton that ſurrounds it, | 
muſt 


2 Avpvice from a LAY Quatiry 
co.. muſt ſoon return to the duſt: from: 
l which it was originally formed. 


Ir will only be my —— 
pia of which we are regardleſs 
amidſt the buſtle of the world, that 
will conſtitute the whole of my ex- 
iſtence, till the time when my body 
ſhall be reanimated. Alas! the 
only part of me, which hath any 
ſtability or duration, is that, which 
1 ſo long ſuffered to be utterly. for- 
_ gotten : and all thoſe flattering ob- 
Jects, which heretofore ſoothed my 
vanity, are now departed as 7 
dream. 

| Wnrar folly is it, my children, 
to be ſo ſtrongly attached to objects 
of ſuch a tranſitory nature! to 
put one's confidence in things, 
which have only the appearance of 
good ! alas! if all the moſt capti- 
_ ſeenes in the world could be 

561. | now 
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now exhibned to my vieẽw-; bad 1 des. 
GAA. 


now the diſpoſal of crowns and 
treaſures, what advantage: could I 
receive from them? Could they 
one moment arreft the hand of 
death ? could they give the ſmalleſt 
degree of ſtrength ta my body, or 
beauty to my perſon ? and even if 
they were capable of producing 
ſuch wonders, would they be of 
any continuance ?. every thing here 
below, not excepting even life it 
itſelf, is but a dream. How many 
great men have you feen pats away 
tho' their glory appeared immortal, 
we now ſcarcely remember, tſiat 
they ever exiſted. - Death bath de- 
ſtroyed not only: their bodies, but 
their very W 3 JE: 
brance. f 
Ol how low doth "IAA EVO 
neſs ſink, hen the curtain is dun 
ä up; 
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Oo xix. ind we ſee only the - Majeſty of 
WY God it is nothing more than an 
imperceptible point, loſt in dan 
abiſs of immenſity. 

1 have lived in the ſociety ak per⸗ 
ſons, among whom my fortune, 
rank, and dignity attracted many 
admirers, when the vivacity of 
pleaſure intoxicated my heart, and 
charmed my ſenſes; but all that 
glory is departed as a ſnadow, and 
the ſocieties themſelves are ſunk 
into nothing. A few vears have ef- 

fected this ſtrange revolution: time 
is a pitileſs deſtroyer, which is daily 

_ conſuming every thing that is mor- 
tal, and by degrees annihilates itſelf. 
*Q. heavens! what a vacancy ap- 
pears before my eyes, when I re- 
view the number of perſons within 
the circle of my own acquaintance, 
who are now no more! enough al- 

| 200: moſt 
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moſt to form a world you will os 
very ſoon add me to the number: 
my ſlender voice, my emaciated 
figure, my exhauſted: frame, all 
unitedly declare, that I have no- 
thing to expect within the compaſs 
of the univerſe, but five or ſix feet 
of earth. 3% F,1986t + 
Tun med l 
ſome little diſtance of time. Your 
youth will paſs away like a roſe, and 
for ought we know, you are this 
very moment on the brink of de» 
ſtruction. The grave receives 25 
many young perſons as old: every 
creature is tributary todeath; be is 
an unrelenting creditor, who ſuffers 
no one to be at reſ. 
Ho — oaks: — 
been deceived, if I had reckoned 
upon threeſcore or fourſcore years 
by the blaſt of the Almighiy the 


ny Ser 


ur. toom of my fe is faded away; 


II is unh by the! tenderneſt of 
imy affect ion, that you can know me 


ſon, us to render me quite a ſtran 


and it is only their eceeding great 
_ affection for me, that gets the bet- 
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ani i am brougti th contemp late 


iy cleach, in æ ſtate bf extretne 


weakneſ: and bugkt I complain 
of this ſtate? I, who, like other hi 
man creatures, was born to die; 


nnd whoſe diffipationand folly have 


deſerved a large portion of the cup 
of bitterneſs and ſotio ß. 


to be your mother: ficknetfs' bas fo 
entirely-effaced every line of my per. 


ger to my own family, and vo all 
my attendants! they look ſhy upon 
me; they are afraid to come near me; 


ter of cher unwillingneſs to = 


Proach e. Jam yr far from 
Det 37 OVA, es _ 11: blaming 
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4 do even to temember myſelf. 

Ir is only this perſpective chat 
diſcovers truth to us: while we ſee 
nothing but the gaudy | ſplendor 
of the world, we live in the midſt 
of error and deluſion; but as ſoon 
as we reflect upon our frailty, we 
turn towards ourſelves, and towards 
heaven; we penetrate even into the 
reality of things, and do not ſuffer 
ourſelves to be Gazaled by APPEAF- 

ances. 
- How thankfal pusht L ro be, that 
death approaches me ſa gradually. 
as inſenſibly to reconctle me to it, 
and withdraw my attention from 
every, ſeducing obje& 1 I paſs my 
days in reflecting on the ſources of 
my life which are exhauſted, inzead- 
ing thoſe books, which remind me 
of my later end: for it is aer 


e. them; for I have anch! * NL 
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con. XIX. that you ſhould know that I never 
— ſpare myſelf on this ſubject. Every 


morning 1 take my looking-glaſs 
to ſee to what ſtate death reduces 
us; and often, very often I am re- 
minded, that my _— is n ety 
hs receit me! 

Tux it is, my nen that 
very ſoon your fond mother, with- 
out either ſenſe or motion, and 
without any proſpect of returning 
to this world again, will be deſtined 
to moulder in the boſom of corrup- 
tion. Ol fearful thought But! 
will ſpare your tenderneſs on aſub- 
Jet too affecting for you, as well 
as for myſelf: you are not ignorant, 
(indeed who is?) that this diſmal 
end is the lot of all men; and that 
in ſpight of the pleaſures, which 
delude them, in ſpight of the falſe 
glory. which dazzles them, ha 


« = 


A CR RE NVE 
fall into the depths of 
oblivion. 
Drxxavevr 4s 1 akne * 
the tomb muy appear, it has en- 
lightened me more than the bri 5 
"neſs of the ſun: this only 
me periſhable objects; that dif 
covers to me the excellence of my 
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ſpiritual part, and the majeſty of 
my God, which before were in 4 


manner concealed from me: by 


the help of the light which that im- 


parts to tne, I have gone throught 


the whoſe world, and Have di. 


—_—_ nothing but vanity and 
1 have ſeen nothing but 
— ad dying perſons, or bu 
rials and epitaphs. _ 


Jrs all chat remains to te f 


| earthly greutneſs; a ſhort inferip. 
tion eb... to inform others, that' 


we once Red, and? are now; - 


O more; 
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Con. x1x. more; and even this is effaced by | 
— length of time. The marble itſelf 


decays; and the eternity of the ſu- 
preme Being triumphs over he 
nothingneſs of man. 

I have ſaid enough I hope, my 
dear children, to convince you, 
that I do not wiſh for inſcriptions, 
or. magnificent titles on my tomb : 
I am nothing more than duſt, and 
to the ſame element am I returning, 
from which I was formed. And 
can dry bones reduced to duſt, and 
mouldering in corruption, deſerve 
a panegyric? O! where ſhall we 
ſet bounds to our vanity, if it does 
not ſink into nothing at the very 
ſight of a tomb 

I think you muſt have opportu- 
nities enough of diſcovering that 
I am too thoroughly ſenſible of the 


vanity of the world, to wiſh to 
ſurvive 
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ſurvive myſelf, in wretched praiſes CON. XIX. 
inſcribed on my monument: rather 3 
let me atone for my errors and my 
follies by an eternal oblivion. Hea- 
ven would arm itſelf againſt me, if 
I thought of decorating a miſerable 
ſepulchre ; it would only ſerve to 
perpetuate my pride bey6nd the 
limits of this preſent life, if I ſhould 
attempt by improper ornaments to 
alter the very nature of that, which 
in itſelf is nothing but miſery and 
corruption. 

ALL that I require of you, my 
beloved friends, is to come ſome- 
times to the place of my interment; 
not merely to ſhed a few tears over 
my cold and ſenſeleſs aſhes, but to 
recall to your minds the in UC- 
tions which I have given you. That 
awful ſolemnity, that mournful ſi- 
lence which prevails in the neigh- 

"on. bourhood 
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Cox. ix. bourhood of ſepulchtes, will give 


you leiſure and inclination to medi- 
tate ſeriouſly on all that I have ſaid 
to you. The repreſentation of 
death is the beſt ſchool, wherein 
we can learn to live as we ought; 
to raiſe the ſoul from earthly ors 
and to fix it upon God. | 

PROMISE me, that you will 1 
times viſit that inſtructive ſpot: I 
invite you thither; and if you love 
me well enough to have your minds 
properly ſtored with the precepts 
which I have delivered to you, you 
will conſider me as actually preſent 
with you there; I ſhall have no 
other method of appearing to 05 
or converſing with you. 

Ar As] my poor children, what a 
melancholy taſk am I impoſing on 


you!] if the world knew it, it would 


be filly enough to treat it with con- 
® tempt; 
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tempt: but my affection prompts Cow. X1K 
me to communicate to you this Es 
uſeful and important ſecret : leave 
the world to act for itſelf; and ne- 
ver liſten to it in any matter which 
concerns your duty. It is fond of 
nothing which does not contribute 
to its amuſement; and eſteems no- 
thing but what flatters irs taſte for 
vanity and pleaſure. 
__ Wrar an impaſſable gulph is 
about to interpoſe itſelf betwixt the 
world and me! yet a little while, 
and I ſhall neither know what 
ſcenes of entertainment are exhi- 
bited z nor what revolutions take 
place in it: yet a very little while, 
and all ideas of the ſucceſſion of 
months and years will be utterly 
loſt: but that which gives me ſome 
concern is, that this ſpot of earth 
on which you remain will be loſt in 
JJ © 1 


214 Apvics from a Lapy ef QuaLiTY 
Con. XIX that immenſity which awaits me; 
1 —— to that I ſhall be totally un- 
s 1 acquainted with your conduct or 
your deſtination, What a change 

muſt be wrought in my exiſtence |! 
what a revolution in my ſenti- 
ments! is it poſſible to conceive, 
that an inſtant ſhould produce ſuch 
aſtoniſhing effects? at preſent I 
cannot properly be ſaid to belong 

either to this world or the other: 1 
am like a traveller divided between 
two different ways, and death, in 
the twinkling of an eye, will put an 
end to my uncertainty. - One while 

I feel myſelf reluctant; at another 
time I deſire the ſtroke: ſtrange al- | 
ternative! on one ſide, is the vroſped 
of ſupreme felicity ; on the other, | 
the pain of being ſeparated: from 
that which is moſt dear to-me. 2 
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I doubt not, my children, but Con: XIX+- 


my love for you will be conſidered * 


as romantic; and indeed, I believe 
it riſes to an uncommon height: 
but this at leaſt I am ſure of, that 
I am not miſtaken in the advice 
which I have given you : it is the 
language of truth; it is the voice of 
a dying friend that you have heard, 

We are continually running with 
eagerneſs to a new tragedy: we 


are filled with the ſad ſcenes which 


it preſents; and we find a degree 
of pleaſure even in the tears which 
it excites, Here, my children, is a 
ſcene yet more affecting: we have 
no recourſe to fiction, here: the 
chief character in this tragedy is a 
mother really expiring ; the ſen- 
tence is pronounced, and is on the 
ry point of being executed. 


_ | * 


216 Apvice from a Lavy of Quatity 
Non, XIX. I have for ſome days felt myſelf 
more weak than uſual, and find 
that my life is now making i its eſcape 
from this tottering frame; nothing 
indeed ſupports me but my tender- 
neſs for you; hitherto it has de- 
tained my fugitive ſpirit, but at 
length it will be forced to yield, 
Com hither, that I may em- 
brace you; if you have the courage 
to join your lips to anexpiring body, 
and to bathe in a flood of tears, 
Alas! 1 have nothing but tears to 
give you; the weakneſs of my body, 
and the ſtrength which yet remains 
deſtroy my powers of utterance. 
Ho fad the ſeparation! What 
a mournfyl farewell! The tender- 
neſs of my affection reminds me of 
the hour, in which I brought you 
into the world: but there is this 


ad difference; ; that I this day be- 
: hold 


to her CHILI DV A EX. 2 
hold you, to ſee you no mbre, Con, XIX. 
Support me, gracious Father, ind 
this dreadful trial: ſuffer me not 
to ſink under the burthen of mater- 
nal tenderneſs. I know that 1 
ought to forget every thing for thy 
ſake: and yet my heart never 
ceaſes to think of my children. 
Dear as they are to me, efface them 
for ever from my memory, if this 
love either is, or will be 8 
to me as a fault. | 
Bur, what am I ſaying ? Good 
God! thou knoweſt, that I only 
love them for thy ſake ; and that I 
wiſh them no other happineſs, than 
that which ariſes from obedience to 
thy law: this is my only reaſon for 
wiſhing to live among them a few 
years, had it been thy gracious 
will, viz. to eſtabliſh in them the 
love of that which is good: this it 
is 


21 8 


Apvice'from a'Lapy of QuaLiTY 


Con. xIx. is, which makes my ſeparation from 


my children a thouſand times more 
painful, than the approaching ſe- 
paration of my ſoul from my body. 


See! there they are! Yet do I ſee, 
and hear them!] Yet are they — 


Bur what pain and diſtraction is 


this, which ſeizes me! the pleaſure. 
I now have in them is but a mo- 


mentary gratification; yet a little 
while, and there will not be a per- 
ſon upon earth, who will loye them 
with a thouſandth part of the ten- 


derneſs with which their mother 


loves them. O! how am !] loſt in 
the depth of ſuch reflections 
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UR excellent lady, having re- Con. XX. 


ceived a viſit from her bro: 


ther in law, and having converſed 
with him for half an hour, deſired 
he would permit her to introduce 
her children to him: when, in 
the language of the tendereſt 
affection, ſne thus addreſſed them. 
Tuis, my dear Children, is the 
perſon whom henceforth you are to 


conſider as your parent: as you are 


connected with him by the ties of 
conſanguinity, I beſeech you to at- 
tach yourſelves to him by the obli- 


gations of inviolable friendſhip: 


the 
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Apvicꝝ from a LADY of Qparrrr 


Con. xx. the love you have for me, which 
, about to expire, when I ſhall no 


longer exiſt in this world, ought to 


be transferred to your uncle: to 


his favour I recommend you: no 


one can give you better advice than 


he can. | 
Tuxx turning herſelf towards 
her brother, ſhe addreſſed him thus: 
O my dear brother, you who con- 
tinually remind me of my excellent 
huſband, and in whom I have al- 
ways found ſuch ſentiments as one 
ſo nearly related to him may eaſily 
be ſuppoſed to entertain, have 
pity on theſe children: pity their 
tender age; pity their orphan- 
ſtate, when I ſhall be taken from 
them. My days are ended; my 
life is but a blaſt; and nothing re- 
mains to me, but the regret of 
having wretchedly miſpent it. 
. O 
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dy you that my wiſhes would be 
accompliſhed : what would become 
of theſe unhappy creatures in the 
midſt of a moſt dangerous world. 
if they were not bleſt with your 
friend{hip ! in them, my dear ys 


ther, recolle& both their father, 


whom you affectionately loved, and 
their mother, who has no power 
of utterance beyond ſighs and tears. 

My heart is inexpreſſibly affected 


at this dreadful ſeparation; which 


is like being torn from one's ſelf; 
as I before obſerved to you, it is 
more terrible to me than the hor- 
rors of the grave. 
Fold me, gracious Lord! 
Thou knoweſt, that even in my 


dreams, even in the moſt ſolemnm 


acts of devotion, even in the prayers 
addreſſed to thy heavenly Majeſty, 
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Apyicz from a Lavy of Quaiity 


Con. XX. the remembrance. of my family 


” continually interpoſed itſelf, to diſ- 


tract my mind : in vain have I 
wiſhed to have my whole attention 
fixed upon Thee: in vain have I 


endeavoured to become wholly ab- 


ſorbed by the contemplation of 
Thine infinite perfections; my 
thoughts . perpetually recur to 
thoſe objects of my love, which 


Thou haſt given me, and art now 
about to ſeparate from me. 


ALas! my dear children, I feel 
that I have much leſs fortitude than 
I appear to have: one moment's 
reflection on your ſad condition, 


one ſingle thought on the ſubject 


of our ſeparation, overwhelms my 
ſoul with the deepeſt ſorrow. O! 
Heaven! my mind hath but too 


much ſenſibility at preſent: cer 


long, no viſible object will affect it: 
theſe, 
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theſe, my dear children, ate the Con. xX. 


_ laſt ſtruggles of my affection: my 
heart at this moment ſeems to col- 
lect every thing that is moſt tender 
and affectionate, in order to bid 
you an everlaſting farewell. 


Ar theſe words ſhe melted into 


tears, when her brother-in-law 


anſwered ; 
% No, my ſiſter, God will not 


be offended with that tenderneſs 


for which you blame yourſelf : He 
is goodneſs itſelf; and the holy 
ſcriptures ſpeak of nothing but his 
love; if your affection for your 
children were merely carnal and 
earthly, the cafe were different; 
but your love for them is that of a 
Chriſtian parent, who is | chiefly 
ſolicitous for their eternal ſalva- 
tion. 
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EApvrcz m a Lavy of Quatity 
« Maxx yourſelf as eaſy as poſſi- 
—— ble on their aceount; you entruſt 


them to my care, and I will not be 
regardleſs of their welfare: I ſhall 
conſider them as my own children; 
in me they ſhall at once experience 

the authority of a father, and the 
affection of a mother; and I verily 
believe we ſhall none of us forget 
the confidence you repoſe in us. 
Comfort yourſelf, ' therefore, with 
reflecting, that you leave us only 
preparing ourſelves to follow you; 
fince this life, however long it may 
be accounted, is in reality no more 
than a ſtate of Ray exe 
iſtence. 
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—I HOUGH our excellent thd- cox. xxl 
ther appeared to have e 


hauſted her whole power of utter- 
ance 'in theſe admonitions to her 
children, yet one fubje& femained, 
ariſing from the care ſhe took to 
recommend to their kitdneſs her 
family and deperidents. 


Warn they were all cogether, 
ſhe ſaid to her ſons, in a voice that 
could with difficulty be Heard: 

« I charge you to be kind to theſe 


my a who have always 
been ftrongly attached to me: 
Vor. II. P ſome 
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Apvice from a LADY of QuaLrry 


Cov. xxr. ſome of them ſerved, your father, 
and others have given me every 


| proof of the moſt diſintgreſted re- 


gard : I have not forgotten them 
in my will; but that is not ſuffici- 


ent: they bave a demand on you 


for kindneſſes, as friends in diſtreſs; 
for it is in this point of view, that I 


would have you conſider them: 
they are ſprung from the ſame 
origin, and are deſtined to che 
ſame end with ourſelves. 


O! how unreaſonable is 5 
pride which the world affectz, 


and which makes us look down 


with contempt on perſons, in 
every eſſential reſpect, like ous- 


ſelves? 
NxyvxR forget, that we e diſhonour . 


and debaſe human nature, when- 
ever we treat any perſon with diſ- 


dain, 
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dain, merely becauſe his external Coy. XXI. 


appearance is meaner than our 
own: your names, when you were 


baptized, were entered in the ſame 


regiſter with thoſe of the pooreſt ; 
and the duſt, to which you will one 


day be reduced, may affure you 


that the ſame ny of mortality 
awaits us all. 


Am not I going to be mixed ; 


with the loweſt and meaneſt of 
my feHow-creatures ? ſhall I not 
be reduced to a level with the hum- 
bleſt ſlave? thus doth death caſt 
down the high looks of the proud. 
You will indeed act, agreeably 
to my wiſhes, when you treat 
your domeſtics with kindneſs; when 
you watch over their a and 
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ben. xxl. pride and a love of the world fed 
r 


my vanity, I was never altogether 
unmindful of them; nor ever 
ſpoke to them in a haughty ſtile; 


if I ever did, here they are, let 


them witneſs againſt me.” 

To. theſe words her domeſtics 
could only reply with fighs and 
lamentations; and her children, 
overwhelmed with grief, with i in 
terrupted accents, ſaid: 8 

« O! that your days could be 


ptrolonged in proportion to the ar- 


dency of our deſires you ſnould 


acknowledge, in our ſentiments, a 
perfect copy of your own: you 


ſhould then ſee and know, that no- 
thing can ever remove from our 
hearts the love with which they are 
filled towards you, or the maxims 

| ee 8 
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" hav con: xe 
with which you e 


ſtored our minds. 
* Oun life will en l time 
be nothing but a life of bitterneſs, 
and ſorrow; the blow, with which 
we are about to be overwhelmed, 
threatens CO heavens + 
ſpare.” 
Lr us, my dear children, for- 
the laſt time, mix our tears to-" 
gether; the moment a ; 
when, inſenſible to your cries, I mall 
no longer behold this earth, or be 
intereſted in what is paſſing on 
it; I ſhall not even have the conſo- 
lation of feeling that tender an- 
 lety, that pleaſing pain, which 1 
now ſuffer on your account. 
Your uncle will communicate 
to you the contents of my will: 1. 


have too good an opinion of you 
LO 
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Apvick  flim a Lavy of Orry 


con. XXI. to think you will diſapprove of the 


legacies, which] have bequeathed to 
the poor, and to ſome perſons, with 
whoſe merit I am well acquainted. * 

A few days after this laſt inter- 


view, her diſorder made ſuch 2 


progreſs, that, being at the very 


point of death, ſhe received a viſit 


from her children, who, with the 
tendereſt effuſions of grief, re- 
queſted her laſt bleſſing. 

Trex, juſt opening her dying 
lips, ſhe with the utmoſt difficulty 
_ : 

TRE hand 2 death is upon me; 
your mother is no more. May the 
Lord receive you under his protec- 
tion! with my laſt breath I ear- 


| neſtly beſeech him to pardon Mx, 


and to bleſs you. You now ſee lit- 


tle more of me, than a particle of 


earth, 
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earth, about to be recommitted to Cen. XXI. 
the earth ! ſuch i is the end of hu- 8 
man greatneſs: adieu! my dear, my 


affectionate children, adieu for ever. 
« My grave is opening. eternity 


commences— Gracious Lord, — re- 


ceive my ſpirit.” 


Hes eyes ſtill looked "x, her 


children 'till ſhe expired. Thus 
died this incomparable mother, the 
remembrance of whom religion will 
long preſerve. 

Hxx daughter ſurvived her only 


a few days: ſhe died thro” exceſſive 


grief; and her ſons, not regardleſs 
of the inſtructions which they had 
received, did honour to the memory 
of their parents, by a life worthy of 
their birth and their education. 
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